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JOHNSTON

‘Project Schooner’ 
master plan gets 

Planning Board’s OK
By JACOB MARROCCO

After more than 3½ hours 
of presentations, questions 
and public comment, the 
Johnston Planning Board 
on Tuesday approved the 
master plan for a proposed 
major distribution facility 
on Hartford Avenue.

The opening 90 minutes 
of the special meeting fo-
cused on Bluewater’s blue-
prints and potential impact 
on the surrounding area, 
featuring testimony from 
DiPrete Engineering Vice 
President Nicole Reilly and 
planning expert Joe Lom-

bardo. The unanimous vote 
also included separate mo-
tions on dimensional vari-
ances and waivers request-
ed by Bluewater.

Attorney John Bolton led 
proceedings, largely unin-
terrupted by questions ini-
tially, during which Blue-
water Principal Don Chase 
explained the layout and 
design of the facility for 
more than 100 people in the 
virtual audience.

None of the “Project 
Schooner” representatives 
announced the identity of 
their client, which has ru-
mored to be Amazon. A 

couple of speakers during 
the public comment portion 
of the evening referred to 
the building as an Amazon 
structure, which was nei-
ther confirmed nor denied 
when mentioned.

“We believe Project 
Schooner is a win for the 
town of Johnston, a cru-
cial economic develop-
ment from a rapidly grow-
ing industry leader in the 
landscape,” Chase told the 
board. AT THE HEART OF IT: The 120-foot-tall distribution facility itself will be about 

820,000 square feet, encompassing less than 10 percent of the project’s total 
area. (Screenshot / Zoom) FACILITY - PAGE 11

OPEN FOR BUSINESS: Members of the Johnston Fire Department await 
the first patients at Johnston’s indoor recreation center vaccination pod on 
Wednesday morning. (Sun Rise photo)

Town’s vaccination pod gives first shots

What’s in the $400M bond package?
By ETHAN HARTLEY

On Tuesday, March 2, 
Rhode Island will hold 
a special election that 
could potentially green-
light $400 million in state 
bonding – borrowed 
money that is to be paid 
back over a period of 
time, with interest, similar 
to a mortgage.

The ballot is split into 
seven questions, each 
dedicated to providing fi-
nancial assistance to vari-
ous sectors that advocates 
say are crucial to bolster-
ing the state’s economy 
and supporting its emer-
gence and recovery from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The early in-person 
voting period started last 
week and runs through 
March 1 at city and town 

halls. Mail voting is also 
available to those who got 
their ballot applications in 
prior to the Feb. 9 dead-
line.

Of course, the tradition-
al in-person Election Day 
option remains available 
to voters on March 2. For 
more information, visit 
the state’s online Voter In-
formation Center at vote.
sos.ri.gov.

So, what is on the bal-
lot? Why should you 
care? Let’s break down 
each question and the 
pertinent facts.

Question 1: $107.3 
million for higher 

education facilities

Question 1 would pro-
vide $57.3 million to the 
University of Rhode Is-

land Fine Arts Center, 
$38 million to fund reno-
vations at Rhode Island 
College’s Clarke Science 
Building and $12 million 
to fund renovations and 
modernization efforts at 
the Community College 
of Rhode Island’s (CCRI) 
Knight and Flanagan 
campuses in Warwick 
and Lincoln, as well as its 
Liston campus in Provi-
dence.

“The higher education 
bond on the March 2 bal-
lot is an opportunity for 
Rhode Island voters to 
support their public uni-
versity and colleges and 
provide students with an 
education and experience 
that will serve them well 
in their careers and lives,” 
URI President David M. 
Dooley said in a joint 

press release issued by 
URI, RIC and CCRI. “Re-
habilitating and modern-
izing our facilities is criti-
cal to staying competitive, 
and to being a vital part-
ner in helping to revitalize 
and strengthen the Rhode 
Island economy.”

The URI portion of 
the bond, in addition to 
funding renovations of 
the 53-year-old Fine Arts 
Center that supports 5,000 
students and sees 50,000 
visitors annually, would 
enable the construction 
of an 82,000-square-foot 
academic building to pro-
vide updated classroom 
and laboratory space. The 
project would begin in 
the summer of 2022 and 
create an estimated 647 
construction-related jobs, 
according to the release.

The RIC portion of 
the bond, the university 
posits, would enable the 
state to continue to offer 
a competitive academic 
environment in STEM – 
modernizing the Clarke 
Science Building for the 
first time since it was 
constructed in 1962. This 
would open up space 
for new research labs to 
support its scientific cur-
riculum, which includes 
physics, chemistry, nucle-
ar medicine, geology, as-
tronomy and oceanogra-
phy. They argue it would 
also support related cur-
riculums such as environ-
mental studies, medical 
imaging and their touted 
nursing and health educa-
tion programs. Renova-
tions would be completed 
by 2024.

“Upgrading Clarke Sci-
ence would dramatically 
improve our ability to of-
fer top-notch academic 
programs and experien-
tial learning opportuni-
ties for future generations 
of Rhode Islanders who 
hope to pursue careers in 
science,” RIC President 
Frank D. Sánchez said in 
a statement. “This will be 
responsive to the growing 
demands for science and 
technology degrees in 
Rhode Island, providing 
benefits to the entire state 
for decades to come.”

According to CCRI 
public information officer 
Amy Kempe, the $12 mil-
lion earmarked for CCRI 
would enable the college 
to construct a “one-stop 
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By JACOB MARROCCO

The Johnston Recreation 
Center’s vaccination pod 
opened Wednesday morn-
ings as seniors 75 years and 
older waited eagerly in their 
cars for the first appoint-
ments to begin.

Mayor Joseph Polisena of-
fered a brief tour of the fa-
cility, which was filled with 
socially distant volunteers, 
police officers, firefighters 
and EMTs serving their role 
in the process. Patients are 
signed in and have their tem-
peratures taken upon arrival, 
at which point they proceed 
into the second basketball 
court, where volunteers will 
confirm their identity and di-
rect them to a table.

On one court, nurses and 
pharmacists drew the vac-

cine as the firefighters next 
door took their seats to ad-
minister the shots. After 
their inoculations, patients 
head to the first basketball 
court and wait between 15 
and 30 minutes with a pair 
of firefighters monitoring for 
adverse effects. The longer 
period is reserved for those 
with EpiPens or a history of 
allergic reactions.

The trip is almost complete 
at that juncture, as patients 
will then schedule their next 
appointment exactly one 
month after the first shot. 
Volunteers will assist with 
that step, as others await 
them at the exits to usher 
them out into the parking 
lot. Johnston police officers 
were on hand outside to di-
rect traffic.

“We’ve got everything un-

der control,” Polisena said, 
overlooking chairs stationed 
6 feet apart for patients to 
wait their 15 to 30 minutes.

Polisena said Thursday 
morning that the process was 
“flawless” and there were 
“no hiccups.” He thanked 
the first responders, volun-
teers and Town Hall workers 
who made it possible.

The pod’s setup drew a 
positive review from Dr. John 
Stoukides, vice chairman of 
the Department of Medicine 
and chief of the Division 
of Geriatrics and Palliative 
Medicine at Roger Williams 
Medical Center. Polisena and 
Stoukides are the co-chairs of 
incoming Gov. Dan McKee’s 
transition COVID-19 advi-
sory group.
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State steps up vaccine rollout with 
mass clinics, expanded age eligibility

By DANIEL KITTREDGE

If you’re 75 years of age or old-
er, a new way to get vaccinated 
against COVID-19 is now avail-
able.

And starting Monday, those 65 
and older will be able to register 
for shots, too.

In an expected announcement, 
the governor’s office and Depart-
ment of Health on Wednesday 
said two large, state-run vacci-
nation sites – one at the Dunkin’ 
Donuts Center in Providence, the 
other at the former Citizens Bank 
office building on Sockanosset 
Cross Road in Cranston – would 
begin vaccinating hundreds of se-
niors a day starting Thursday.

Registration for appointments 
opened at the state-run sites, 
which opened immediately, can 
be done online at VaccinateRI.
org. An automated phone line, 
844-930-1779, is also available. 
Appointments can be made by 
the person seeking a vaccine or by 
someone else on their behalf.

At the time of a Zoom call with 
reporters Wednesday afternoon, 
health officials said roughly 1,300 
people had already scheduled ap-
pointments at the state-run sites. 
As of Wednesday, appointments 
were being offered through Feb. 
27.

According to health officials, 
the Providence site will be able to 
administer 500 shots a day to start, 
while the Cranston site will have 
the capacity to give 900 shots a 
day. The goal is to double that ca-
pacity within weeks.

To this point, the state’s ap-
proach to the rollout has made 
COVID-19 vaccination available 

to Rhode Islanders based on fac-
tors like risk and profession – 
nursing home residents and first 
responders, for example – as well 
as age, with a limit on those 75 and 
older.

On Monday, however, that ap-
proach will broader. Those 65 
and older will be able to schedule 
vaccination appointments at the 
state-run Providence and Crans-
ton sites through the same website 
and phone number listed above. 
Vaccination for people in that age 
group will begin Tuesday. 

During the Zoom call with re-
porters, Health Director Dr. Nicole 
Alexander-Scott said the expand-
ed availability is in keeping with 
the schedule set out in the state’s 
age-based rollout strategy.

Acknowledging the growing 
criticism of Rhode Island’s rollout 
to date, however, she added: “I 
know people want doses admin-
istered more quickly. We hear you, 
and we agree as well. We get it 100 
percent.”

Alexander-Scott said munici-
palities will continue to focus their 
locally run clinics on residents 75 
and older, an approach she indi-
cated has yielded positive results. 
When vaccination for the 65-plus 
population opens, those residents 
are being advised to utilize the 
state-run system. CVS and Wal-
greens also continue to offer vac-
cination appointments for those 
75 and older.

Moving forward, Alexander-
Scott said there are plans for a 
more centralized registration 
process as younger age groups 
become eligible for shots. That 
system, she said, will include the 
state-run sites and the local and 

regional “pods” that are being 
developed. The two pharmacy 
chains, she said, will continue to 
maintain a separate registration 
system.

Alexander-Scott said steps are 
being taken to make the online 
and phone registration processes 
“a little more user friendly.” “More 
appointments will be added as we 
go … We’re asking people to be 
patient,” she said.

A statement from the Depart-
ment of Health also announces the 
launch of a new “Vaccine Infor-
mation Notification List” for those 
under the age of 65. The list, the 
statement reads, will allow those 
who sign up to “get updates as 
eligibility opens to new groups,” 
adding: “Enrolling in this list does 
not guarantee an appointment for 
vaccination.” Signup can be com-
pleted at portal.ri.gov.

In another piece of welcome 
news, Alexander-Scott told re-
porters the state’s weekly allot-
ment of vaccine from the federal 
government – which has been 
approximately 16,000 for several 
weeks – will increase to 22,500 
next week. That amount is expect-
ed to remain steady for at least 
three weeks.

Alexander-Scott said the addi-
tional doses are being provided 
partially through an increase in 
supply, but that a shift on the 
part of drug manufacturer Pfizer 
– which is now advising that six 
doses, rather than five, can be 
drawn from a single vial – is a sig-
nificant factor.

During the Zoom session re-
porters, as well as during a Face-
book Live event featuring Gov. 
Gina Raimondo later in the af-

ternoon, officials repeatedly de-
fended the state’s rollout strategy. 
Recent reports indicate the state 
ranks lowest nationally in terms of 
the percentage of received vaccine 
doses that have been adminis-
tered, and many have questioned 
why Rhode Island has not made 
vaccination more widely avail-
able.

Alexander-Scott said ““our 
strategy is meeting the main ob-
jectives of the first portion of our 
vaccination campaign in Rhode 
Island.” Those objectives, she said, 
are protecting residents of nursing 
homes and similar facilities – a 
group that has made up a large 
majority of the state’s COVID-re-
lated deaths – as well as frontline 
medical workers “to ensure we 
have a health care workforce.”

The health director said the 
state has seen a 46-percent drop 
in hospitalizations during the last 
month, a figure she said well sur-
passes national (32 percent) and 
regional (22 percent) declines. 
While the expansion of monoclo-
nal antibody treatment and other 
factors have played a role, she 
said the approach to vaccination 
is owed a significant part of the 
credit for the improving numbers.

During the Facebook Live 
event, Raimondo – who has been 
largely removed from public view 
for weeks and is expected to be 
confirmed as U.S. Secretary of 
Commerce next week – said the 
“general COVID picture in Rhode 
Island looks very good.” She 
pointed to the decline in hospital-
izations, a test positivity rate that 
is the “lowest it’s been in months,” 
and an R-naught of less than 1 – 
meaning, in scientific terms, that 

each infected Rhode Islander is 
spreading the coronavirus to less 
than one other person.

“We have a lot of work to do, 
and we’re going to put the pedal 
to the medal on vaccinations … 
[But we are in a] safe, stable place 
with our COVID-19 response,” 
she said.

Elswhere this week, health of-
ficials announced Tuesday that 
the first cases of the so-called U.K. 
variant of COVID-19 have been 
identified in Rhode Island

During a Zoom call with report-
ers Tuesday afternoon, Dr. James 
McDonald, medical director of 
the Department of Health, said 
the U.K. variant – which was first 
identified in Great Britain – had 
already been identified in 40 other 
states. He said the South African 
and Brazilian variants of the virus 
have yet to be found in Rhode Is-
land. He also said health officials 
have been conducting regular 
testing to detect the presence of 
the variants locally.

“It’s new for us, but not new for 
the United States,” he said, add-
ing: “This is not surprising … we 
knew the variant would come.”

In terms of protecting them-
selves against the new variant, 
McDonald urged Rhode Islanders 
to take steps such as doubling up 
cloth masks or utilizing higher-
grade masks, such as KF94s or 
KF95s.

“Now more than ever, it’s really 
important to have a high-quality 
mask,” he said.

McDonald also spoke of the 
importance of proper ventilation 
in enclosed spaces and limiting 
“how long you’re in any particu-
lar place.”
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Police chiefs put spotlight on rising roadway fatalities
By JACOB MARROCCO

Members of the law 
enforcement community 
gathered at Doric Park in 
Cranston on Feb. 12 for a 
“Blessing of the Roads,” 
an event meant to pro-
mote driver safety and 
spotlight the growing 
number of deaths of the 
state’s major roadways.

Shortly before Father 
Joseph Escobar, chaplain 
for the Rhode Island Po-
lice Chiefs Association, 
led a prayer, Department 
of Transportation Director 
Peter Alviti offered some 
stark statistics on road-
way fatalities thus far in 
2021. He said the state has 
already seen seven fatali-
ties, up from four at this 
point in 2020.

Last year ended with 73 
roadway fatalities, which 
State Police Superinten-
dent Col. James Manni 
noted was the second-
most on record. That fig-
ure was up from 57 in 
2019, a jump that Alviti 
said represents a “huge 
increase.”

“I wish I could tell you 
so far this year, so good. 
But the fact is, we’ve al-
ready had seven fatali-
ties, and it’s only Febru-
ary,” Alviti said, before 
turning his attention to 
the spike in 2020. “[Sev-
enty-three fatalities] is 
just too many lost souls, 
and while we can chalk 
it up to various factors 
related to the pandemic 
– like increased substance 
abuse, anxiety, sup-
pressed anger or people 
seeing fewer cars on the 
road and therefore feel-
ing that they can speed – 
the fact is the results are 
all the same, an increase 
in fatalities.”

There were some signs 
of promise recently, 
though. There were no fa-
talities during the “noto-
rious” Super Bowl week-
end, and no drivers lost 
their lives during either of 
the last two snowstorms.

Despite those glim-
mers of hope, Alviti said, 
“we’re still not having 

a great new year.” He 
pledged that his depart-
ment’s Office on Highway 
Safety would continue 
working closely with local 
and state law enforcement 
to curb the figures.

“Today, every one of us 
participating, and every 
Rhode Islander, wants 
a better and safer year 
ahead,” Alviti said. “So 
today’s ceremony, we’re 
recognizing first respond-
ers and ask through the 
power of a simple collec-
tive prayer, to keep them 
safe. It’s a way to also take 
a breath and start anew, 
and make a fresh commit-
ment to be more responsi-
ble on our roadways and 
be more attentive and to 
not get on our highways 
while we’re under the in-
fluence.”

Manni recalled a 2019 
conversation with Alviti 

outside the State House, 
during which the director 
said the state has a “seri-
ous issue” regarding DUIs 
and fatal crashes. Manni 
said he told Alviti that if 
he could secure the fund-
ing, Manni would create a 
traffic safety unit of troop-
ers devoted to enforcing 
impaired driving and DUI 
regulations.

As soon as the unit 
came together, violations 
increased “from one cor-
ner of the state of Rhode 
Island to the other.” He 
said, in 2020, State Police 
issued 36,275 citations, in-
cluding more than 12,000 
for speeding and 1,400 
for not wearing a seat-
belt. He did add, though, 
that seatbelt citations de-
creased significantly from 
13 percent of tickets to just 
4 percent.

“The members of the 

traffic safety unit, the 
Rhode Island State Po-
lice, we’re out there 24/7, 
and we’ll arrest anyone 
that is caught driving 
under the influence, but 
we’re not done,” Manni 
said. “We have a long 
way to go. I’ve met with 
my command staff, and 
we’re going to be meet-
ing with DOT soon and 
the Rhode Island Police 
Chiefs Association soon, 
and we’re going to be 
coming up with a plan 
to include our municipal 
partners, which are inte-
gral in helping us solve 
this problem in the state 
of Rhode Island.”

Sean Cassidy, execu-
tive director of the Rhode 
Island chapter of Moth-
ers Against Drunk Driv-
ing, said the state “has a 
lot more work to do” in 
curbing alcohol-related 

accidents and deaths. He 
noted that the “Drive So-
ber or Get Pulled Over” 
initiative recently paired 
victims’ families with of-
ficers across the state for 
more than 30 DUI patrols.

“This was a great way 
to pay tribute to these vic-
tims during the holiday 
season,” Cassidy said. 
“In 2021, we’re asking 
everyone to please help 
law enforcement as we try 
to have a better year on 
our roadways. We need 
you to think ahead, have 
a plan. There is never a 
reason to be behind the 
wheel impaired. With the 
options of rideshare pro-
grams, taxis, staying at 
somebody’s house – mak-
ing sure you make good 
decisions while you’re out 
there.”

West Greenwich Police 
Chief Richard Ramsay, 

president of RIPCA, of-
fered three tips for driv-
ers to follow to make 
roadways safer – ask one-
self if they’re impaired 
before driving; wear their 
seatbelt; and turn their 
phone off before starting 
the car.

“Before you leave your 
driveway, turn your 
phone off or ensure that 
it’s connected to a blue-
tooth device,” he said. 
“Whatever that text mes-
sage or phone call that 
you might be receiving, 
there’s one thing I can 
assure you: It’s not more 
important than someone’s 
life. We all have a long 
way to go to achieve our 
goal of zero roadway fa-
talities in our state. Law 
enforcement will be do-
ing their part. We cannot 
do it alone, we need your 
help.”

BLESSING THE ROADS: Participants in last week’s ceremony look on as RIPCA Chaplain Father Joseph Escobar recites his prayer. (Sun Rise photo)
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Valentine’s drive-thru offers 
preview of Briarcliffe Preserve
By PETE FONTAINE

    The woods off Old Po-
casset Road in Johnston 
have never before looked 
so inviting as they do to-
day.
     There’s an ongoing con-
struction project that, once 
completed this spring, 
will feature The Preserve 
at Briarcliffe, which will 
be the home of Johnston’s 
most unique residential 
development in recent 
history.
    “We have spent the last 
decade dreaming about 
this project and are in-
credibly excited to be able 
to add The Preserve to our 
campus,” Akshay Talwar, 
Briarcliffe’s president and 
CEO, told the Sun Rise. 
“We really believe that, 
like our other offerings, 
The Preserve will be in 
a league of its own and 
comparable to none.”
   The Preserve at Briar-
cliffe will be an ultra-mod-
ern and active, support-
ive, independent assisted 
living community, blend-
ing the care and compas-
sion for which Talwar’s 
ever-expanding campus is 
known with the modern 
elegance of 66 luxury pri-
vate residences.
   For example, Talwar re-
lated that residents will 
enjoy beautiful indoor 
and outdoor living spaces 
along with amenities, con-
cierge and personal care 
services, creating the per-
fect lifestyle.
   Last week’s “Share the 
Love” drive-thru event of-
fered people a taste of the 
special hospitality resi-
dents will enjoy while liv-

ing in the extraordinary, 
well-designed develop-
ment that is under the 
construction expertise of 
the nationally famous DF 
Pray Company, which has 
projects throughout the 
country.
    One-by-one, cars pulled 
up to the front entrance 
and were graciously greet-
ed by Talwar, marketing 
director Stefany Reed and 
sales director Jen Burns, 
who thanked people for 
coming and handed each 
guest a Valentine’s favor 
bag that contained hand-
dipped, chocolate cov-
ered strawberries made 
at Briarcliffe, a personal 
size bottle of Prosecco and 
other amenities.
  Everyone from Jenny 
Miller, who owns Se-
nior Care Concepts in 
Warwick, to Our Lady 
of Grace Pastor Peter J. 
Gower and Monsignor 
David G. LiPuma visiting 
from New York, marveled 
at what looks like a luxury 
hotel. They were seem-
ingly overwhelmed when 
learning that The Pre-
serve features Benjamin’s 
Restaurant-style dining, 
Jack’s Hideaway Bistro, 
Gracie’s Private Dining 
Room, and a library, along 
with a media center and 
exercise/fitness center.
  “Our valued residents 
will also have The Pre-
serve Salon and Barber-
shop, The Preserve Gath-
ering Place – an expansive 
clubhouse/lounge like liv-
ing space opening out to 
the Terrazzo, and beauti-
fully-landscape grounds,” 
Burns explained. “We will 
also have state-of-the-art 

emergency call systems 
and secure mail and a 
package delivery center.”
 Moreover, as Talwar 
explained: “The spaces 
within the Preserve are 
light and airy with a 
home-like environment, 
and The Preserve was de-
signed to feel just right … 
not too big, not to small, 
and personalized to meet 
the discerning standards 
of those who will soon call 
The Preserve home.”
  The Preserve is con-
structed in such a manner 
that climate issues will not 
be a problem and the back 
generator is big enough to 
power the entire building 
for approximately seven 
days, considerably more 
than the standards re-
quire.
   Also, there will be two 
large elevators for access 
to the 44 second-floor 
apartments, and the sec-
ond elevator was added 
for peace of mind and 
safety. There will be bar-
rier-free showers in every 
bathroom for ease of ac-
cess and emergency pull 
stations in the apartments, 
as well as individual heat-
ing and air conditioning 
controls in each apart-
ment.
 Residents won’t have 
long walks to the bistro, 
dining and other areas. 
There will be plenty of ac-
cess to the outdoors and 
most ground floor apart-
ments will come with in-
dividual patios and The 
Preserve will feature wide 
corridors, extra-large 
windows and high ceil-
ings designed to bring an 
abundance of natural light 
and create a light and airy 

feeling.
    The Preserve will also 
offer Yoga and Tai Chi 
classes, and as Reed sug-
gested, “imagine waking 
up and enjoying coffee or 
tea on the patio followed 
by breakfast in the din-
ing room overlooking the 
natural preserve where 
there is always a variety of 
wildlife, including deer.”
He added: “Notably miss-
ing from a day in a resi-
dent’s new life will be the 
hassles of home owner-
ship, grocery shopping 
and meal preparation and 
the loneliness of social 
isolation. If residents need 
assistance with laundry, 
personal care and/or me-
diation management, The 
Preserve associates will 
be on hand to help, just 
as they’ve been doing for 
more than 50 years.”
   Nisha Talwar, who will 
serve as executive direc-
tor at the Preserve, shared 
her thoughts about the 
unique residences that are 
expected to be completed 
and be open in the late 
spring.
   “All our residences are 
beautifully designed, 
wired to meet media 
needs and incorporate 
kitchenettes with quartz 
countertops, microwave 
and personal-size refrig-
erator/freezer and deluxe 
private, accessible bath-
rooms,” she began. “Our 
living areas are carpeted; 
kitchenettes feature vinyl 
floors and bathrooms are 
tiled. We feature four com-
plimentary color palettes 
to harmonize with the 
beautiful, natural land-
scape at The Preserve.”

GRAND GREETING: Akshay Talwar (left), owner, president and CEO of the Briarcliffe Campus in Johnston, presents 
a “Share the Love” Valentine’s gift bag to Jenny Miller, who owns Senior Care Concepts in Warwick, during last week’s 
special drive-through preview of The Preserve. He’s joined by marketing manager Stefany Reed and sales director Jen 
Burns. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)
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U.S. Rep. David Cicil-
line has gone from work-
ing as a public defender in 
Washington, D.C., to pros-
ecuting an impeachment 
case against the former 
president of the United 
States, Donald Trump.

Although he was re-
cruited by a well-known 
Wall Street law firm after 
graduating with honors 
from Georgetown Law 
School in 1986, Cicilline 
pursued the lower-paying 
public defender work be-
cause he found it more 
fulfilling. “I got to defend 
people who never had 
anything,” Cicilline told 
Jim Taricani for a story in 
The Providence Phoenix.

More than 20 years lat-
er, Cicilline worked with 
fellow Democratic im-
peachment managers last 
week to create a visceral 
sense of the threat posed 
by Trump supporters on 
Jan. 6.

“Armed insurrection-
ists with guns, weapons, 
zip ties, brass knuckles 
– they were coming for 
us,” the congressman 
said. “They were inside 
the United States Capitol, 
trying to stop the certifica-
tion process. The police 
were outnumbered. And 
but for the grace of God, 
they would have gotten 
us, all of us. And our com-
mander-in-chief makes a 
call about an hour after 
the siege began, not to 
preserve, protect and de-
fend you and our country 
and the Capitol, but to 
join forces with the mob 
and pressure a senator to 
stop certification.”

While the Senate ac-
quitted convict Trump, 
Democrats describe their 
prosecution as a matter 
of necessity, to draw a 
line, take a stand against a 
possible repeat of similar 
events (and hurt Trump’s 
future prospects). All this 
hasn’t come without some 
personal cost for Cicil-
line; as The Boston Globe 
notes, three U.S. marshals 
are providing security 
for the congressman, and 
he’s long had his share of 
critics. Nonetheless, Cicil-
line and his supporters 
would probably draw an 
idealistic line between his 
long-ago work as a public 
defender and his zeal in 
trying to dispatch the for-
mer lead of the free world.

GinaWorld

The ProJo’s Patrick An-
derson and WPRI’s Kim 
Kalunian caught up with 
Gov. Gina Raimondo as 
she was leaving the State 
House last week, marking 
the first time in more than 
a month when she’s taken 
questions from reporters.

Raimondo said the 
Biden administration did 
not ask her to clam up. 
“I thought that was ap-
propriate in this transi-
tion to let Lt. Gov. McKee 
step out in front,” she told 
Kalunian. “By the way, 
he’s doing a great job. We 
talk every day, if not more 
than once a day, his team 
and my team are in con-
tact all day long.”

While acknowledging 
that McKee will soon be 
governor is unavoidable, 
Raimondo’s praise con-
trasts sharply with how 
she gave him the cold 
shoulder for a long part of 
her current term.

Elsewhere in Gina-
World, Chinese telecom 
company Huawei – an is-
sue in Raimondo’s confir-
mation as U.S. Commerce 
secretary – is extending an 
olive branch to the Biden 
administration. Some of 
the governor’s lame duck 
appointments are draw-
ing opposition, both for 
the CRMC and the Pub-
lic Utilities Commission. 
And Warwick Mayor 
Frank Picozzi and some 
other municipal leaders 
say they think Raimondo 
should step down.

Change in the
RI Senate?

A time will come when 
Rhode Island Senate Pres-
ident Dominick Ruggerio 
will yield the leadership 
of the chamber. Could it 
be as soon as the spring of 
2022?

Ruggerio, 72, said he’s 
just hitting his stride as 
president and plans to 
seek reelection next year. 
(“I look forward to earn-
ing the continued sup-
port of the residents in 
the Fourth Senatorial Dis-
trict and my colleagues 
in the Senate by enacting 
a bold agenda that en-
sures Rhode Island and 
its citizens emerge from 
the COIVD-19 pandemic 
stronger and more resil-
ient,” he said in a state-
ment.)

The question of succes-
sion nonetheless became a 
topic this week, with Rug-
gerio’s chief of staff, Ste-
phen Iannazzi, departing 
for a job with Cox Com-
munications, and Senate 
Majority Leader Michael 
McCaffrey’s top staffer, 
Jake Bissaillon, getting the 
nod to succeed Iannazzi.

Speaking last week on 
The Public’s Radio Po-
litical Roundtable, McCaf-
frey downplayed differ-
ences with progressives 
on policy issues in the 
Senate, saying that Demo-
crats agree on most issues. 
But there clearly remains 
a divide between the 
chamber’s different ideo-
logical elements, raising 
the question of whether 
progressives can make 
a successful claim to the 
presidency when Rugge-
rio decides to call it a day.

Filippi’s Pursuit

Rhode Island House 
Minority Leader Blake 
Filippi is pursuing his 
lawsuit regarding the 
Joint Committee on Legis-
lative Services (JCLS), the 
hiring and spending arm 
of the legislature. Filippi 

wants to individually sue 
a series of defendants, 
including House Speaker 
Joe Shekarchi, House Ma-
jority Leader Chris Blaze-
jewski, former speaker 
Nicholas Mattiello, Sen-
ate President Dominick 
Ruggerio, Senate Minor-
ity Leader Dennis Algiere 
and incoming JCLS execu-
tive director Henry Kinch.

While Superior Court 
Judge Michael Silverstein 
recently ruled that state 
courts lack say over leg-
islative spending and op-
erations, Filippi is seeking 
to assert federal claims 
through state court, argu-
ing that his rights to free 
speech, due process and 
equal protection have 
been violated by how 
JCLS has operated. The 
GOP lawmaker is seeking 
a jury trial and damages 
of $50 from each of the de-
fendants. (Silverstein will 
consider arguments from 

both sides and decide 
whether the action can 
move ahead; Filippi said 
the case could potentially 
go all the way to the U.S. 
Supreme Court).

In a joint statement, 
Shekarchi and Ruggerio 
said: “We will commence 
regular meetings of the 
JCLS at the conclusion of 
litigation. We are not go-
ing to comment on the 
specifics of any pending 
legal complaints. Howev-
er, we thought last week’s 
decision by Judge Silver-
stein was well thought-
out, on point and legally 
sound.”

McCaffrey on 
the issues

Here are some of the 
issues we discussed with 
Senate Majority Leader 
Michael McCaffrey on Po-
litical Roundtable.

The IGT-Bally’s propos-
al: while critics say there’s 
a better deal to be struck 

on gambling, McCaffrey 
takes the view that a bird 
in hand is better than two 
in the bush.

The three-year char-
ter school moratorium 
passed this week by the 
Senate: “Charter schools 
serve a purpose, charter 
schools help certain peo-
ple. However, we have to 
do a balancing test to see 
what are they going to 
provide, how are they go-
ing to provide it. And one 
of the things that I con-
tinually hear from the su-
perintendent in Warwick 
about the different char-
ter schools is, if a student 
goes to a charter school 
and then they return to 
the district, whether it’s 
a week later, half a year 
later, the school district 
doesn’t get any of that 
money back.”

Legalizing recreational 
marijuana: McCaffrey said 
the Senate’s proposed leg-
islation could emerge as 
soon as the coming week, 

so interested parties can 
begin reviewing it.

Raising taxes on upper-
income Rhode Islanders: 
“Right now, it’s not fair 
to the people who are at 
the lower end of the spec-
trum – they’re paying at 
much as 12.1 percent and 
at the higher end of the 
spectrum, they’re paying 
7.9 percent.” If $475,000 
is the threshold for a tax 
increase, “there’s approxi-
mately 5,000 taxpayers in 
the state of Rhode Island 
who fall in that category.” 
Would raising this tax 
hurt perceptions of the 
state’s business climate? 
“Obviously, that’s a bal-
ancing test that we have 
to make … The economy, 
obviously, is important.” 

Ian Donnis is the politi-
cal reporter for The Public’s 
Radio. He can be reached at 
idonnis@ripr.org. For more 
of his coverage, visit thepub-
licsradio.org and follow him 
on Twitter (@IanDon).
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Treasurer: Bonding ‘appropriate, 
necessary’ during time of crisis

By ETHAN HARTLEY

To Rhode Island General Treasurer Seth 
Magaziner, the question is not whether 
Rhode Island can afford $400 million in 
state bonding that will be voted on dur-
ing a special election on Tuesday, March 
2, but whether the state – in the early 
stages of its recovery from the unprec-
edented economic damage caused by 
COVID-19 – can afford not to approve 
the package.

“During times of crisis, it is appropri-
ate and often necessary to go big,” Maga-
ziner said during a recent interview via 
Zoom. “It’s when we’re in times of cri-
sis that we need to be bold and have a 
big policy response to the challenges the 
state is facing. That is why I’m advocat-
ing in favor of all seven bonds, because 
we need to stimulate the economy in 
Rhode Island and put people back to 
work. We need to make investments that 
will help us have a strong and broad-
based recovery.”

The seven questions going before 
Rhode Islanders in span a wide range 
of sectors and could have far-reaching 
impacts if approved, or not approved. 
Bonds could infuse money into early 
childhood learning and higher educa-
tional facilities, affordable housing and 
historic preservation, transportation in-
frastructure and statewide economic de-
velopment initiatives.

All of these areas, Magaziner argues, 
are crucial to supporting an economy 
during normal times, but are even more 
essential in light of the pandemic, which 
continues to sicken thousands of Rhode 
Islanders and millions across the world.

Although it’s difficult to predict ex-
actly how much economic impact each of 
these measures would have, Magaziner 
said that a general rule of thumb to fol-
low is that every million dollars spent 
on a construction project generates the 
equivalent of 20 jobs that last at least one 
year.

To varying degrees, most of the seven 
questions do contain elements that tie 
directly into construction projects. Ques-
tion 1 includes the construction of new 
and renovation of existing collegiate 
facilities; Question 2 would fund envi-
ronmental infrastructure renovations; 
Question 3 would seek to build addi-
tional affordable housing units; Question 
4 would continue to rebuild roads and 
bridges; Question 6 would fund renova-
tions to artistic institutions and fund his-
toric preservation projects; and Question 
7 would fund new developmental proj-
ects and the renovation of infrastructure 
at Quonset’s port.

But it’s not only construction jobs that 
bolster economic activity, as Magaziner 
points out. Question 5, which would ap-
prove $15 million to expand early child-
hood learning facilities throughout the 
state, would be investing in the future 
workforce of Rhode Island – something 
that’s difficult to quantify in today’s dol-
lars and cents but cannot be discounted, 
either. Question 1 would keep Rhode Is-
land’s higher educational institutes com-
petitive as students enter competitive 
workforces in areas such as health care 
and STEM.

“I think it’s safe to say it would create 
thousands of upfront construction jobs,” 
Magaziner said. “But then also a lot of 
these bonds will improve our economic 
competitiveness in the long run.”

But can Rhode Island afford this?

It is understandable to be skeptical of 
Rhode Island’s ability to borrow more 
money – especially in light of concerning 
reports released by entities such as the 
Rhode Island Public Expenditure Coun-
cil (RIPEC), which warned recently that 
the state could be facing a budget deficit 
of more than $500 million in fiscal year 
2022 if federal aid for COVID-19 doesn’t 
come through. Eyes may also pop at the 
estimated figures for interest over the 
course of this bond, which the Secretary 

of State’s office posted as nearing $242 
million over the life of 20-year loans at a 
5-percent interest rate.

However, Magaziner says without 
hesitation that Rhode Island can handle 
this borrowing, and much more beyond 
it, due to the simple means by which 
debt is accrued and paid off by the state. 
He said the state paid off $170 million in 
principal debt payments and $77 million 
in interest in fiscal year 2020 alone.

Magaziner, who authored a compre-
hensive state debt affordability study in 
2019, said that the state’s goal is to not 
allow debt to reach more than 7 percent 
of the state’s budget, and that even if all 
$400 million in bonds are approved, that 
threshold would not be exceeded.

A further metric utilized is to exam-
ine the state’s total debt load relative to 
average residential income – basically a 
metric set to evaluate the affordability of 
tax-funded debt. Even if all bonds are ap-
proved, Magaziner said, debt would not 
exceed the acceptable threshold set as a 
standard in this metric – which is set by 
bond agencies and independent third 
parties, not the state.

“Even if all these are approved, we 
could still do more than $2 billion in ad-
ditional bonding across 2022, 2024 and 
2026 and stay below those limits,” he 
continued. He added that the Secretary 
of State’s estimates of 5 percent interest 
for the loans was also far above what 
the state has paid in recent history – and 
would likely be the case for these loans 
as well, given the historically low interest 
rates seen today. He said getting a 1.5 to 2 
percent interest rate on borrowing at this 
time would be realistic.

Of course, pending a worst-case sce-
nario where the state does not receive 
federal funding to aid in its recovery, 
Magaziner said this would likely “ne-
cessitate cutting services or raising taxes 
– neither of which is a desirable path to 
go down,” he said. However, to him, 
this serves as another reason to support 
bonding to pay for such initiatives, “be-
cause the cost of the bonding does not 
fall in the current budget year.”

While opinion pieces have already 
begun to sprout up denouncing or sup-
porting the individual pieces within the 
$400 million bond initiative, for Maga-
ziner, each of the questions could be a 
key piece in the puzzle of Rhode Island’s 
recovery, and he advocates the passage 
of each item.

“Big challenges call for bold action, 
and every Rhode Islander has the oppor-
tunity to be a part of our economic recov-
ery by voting ‘yes’ on all seven bonds,” 
he said. “So, I encourage everyone to 
vote and vote ‘yes.’ Let’s get our state 
back to work.”

Magaziner
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One of a kind
Mario DiPaolo just keeps on dancing.
DiPaolo, a Johnston resident who recently turned 98 years old, has loved to get moving 

his whole life. His daughter, Deb Santagata, told the Sun Rise last week that right up until 
the coronavirus pandemic in March 2020, her father could be found at the VFW in East 
Greenwich dancing on the weekends.

“My mom always loved to go out dancing,” Santagata said of her mother, who passed 
away in 1999. “He found the VFW post in East Greenwich and on Sunday he would go 
and they would have dancing for his age group.”

Mario and his wife moved to Johnston in 1962, where they raised Santagata and 
her siblings, Richard and Diane. He worked for 48 years as a transmission specialist at 
DiPaolo’s Gulf Service Station in Providence before retiring at more than two decades 
ago.

“He’s really one of a kind,” Santagata said. “I always say he’s one of a kind. He’s a very 
laid back person, always has been. He’s lived by the philosophy of, everything changes, 
nothing stays the same, don’t worry about it. Tomorrow will be different. Don’t get upset. 
He has that kind of attitude about everything.”

DiPaolo enjoyed a pleasant surprise for his 98th birthday, as a parade including a 
Johnston fire truck, a dozen cars filled with family and friends and two Johnston Police 
Department vehicles drove by his home to wish him well on Super Bowl Sunday. JPD Sgt. 
Joseph Scichlione Jr. stopped by the festivities to issue DiPaolo a special commendation 
from Mayor Joseph Polisena.

“He loves to tell old stories. He’s just one of a kind,” Santagata said. “You can go to him, 
he can fix anything. If he can’t find a part for something, he will make the part for whatever 
is needed. He can do it. He’s a very smart man. He loves the family, loves having every-
body around him.” (Text by Jacob Marrocco, photos courtesy Deb Santagata)



Johnston Sun Rise8 Friday, February 19, 2021

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS —
Place YOUR Ad Here!

Only 
$1750

 Per Week
(10-Week Commitment)

Call Sue at 732-3100

I BUY HOUSES
THAT NEED HELP!

No Cash to Fix? Problems - Big or Small?
Need Major Cleanouts? Overdue Taxes & Mortgage Problems?

All Properties Considered.
 • No Missed Appointments
 • No Contractors
 • No Realtors
 • No Bank Inspections
 • Just CASH IN HAND!
Call Scott at 401-487-7274

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONALS

shop” to help students 
easily receive support 
services such as advising, 
veterans’ affairs, financial 
aid and career services. 
It would provide for an 
additional elevator at the 
Warwick campus to in-
crease accessibility and 
enable classroom and 
technological upgrades 
– including facilities that 
“have seen little change 
in more than 50 years,” 
per the release. These im-
provements would occur 
in 2021 if approved.

“As the only commu-
nity college in the state, 
CCRI serves more than 
44,000 Rhode Islanders 
annually, with most of 
our students remaining in 
the state after graduation, 
joining the workforce and 
continuing their educa-
tion,” CCRI President 
Meghan Hughes said in a 
statement.

Question 2: $74 
million for 

environmental 
resiliency and outdoor 

recreation

According to Topher 
Hamblett, director of ad-
vocacy and policy for 
Save The Bay, Question 
2 would mark the largest 
investment in environ-
mental protection and 
outdoor recreational facil-
ities in more than 30 years 
in Rhode Island. The 
question originated as a 
$43 million package, but 
steadily grew throughout 
discussions in the general 
assembly.

The list of initiatives 
supported by this money, 
if approved, is long. The 
two largest chunks in-
clude a $33 million pot 
for capital improvements 
to state beaches, parks 
and campgrounds and 
a $15 million pot to im-
prove the quality of the 
state’s drinking water – 
which will make the state 
eligible to receive up to 
$75 million in additional 
federal funding for infra-
structure improvements 
related to drinking water 
and wastewater facility 
upgrades.

A $7 million portion of 
the bond would go to a 75 
percent matching grant 
program for communities 
to make improvements re-
lated to climate resiliency.

For example, Warwick 
could potentially apply 
for matching funds to 
protect neighborhoods 
against flooding or identi-
fy and address other areas 
of concern.

Other pieces of the ini-
tiative include $10 mil-
lion for developmental 
infrastructure projects 
along the reclaimed 
I-195 land in Providence 
near the new Pedestrian 
Bridge, and dredging of 
the Providence River; $4 
million for an 80 percent 
matching grant program 
for communities to reha-
bilitate outdoor parks, 
playgrounds and athletic 
fields; $3 million to pro-
tect forested land and 
farmland throughout the 
state; and $2 million for 
the Woonasquatucket 
River Watershed Council 
to fund public recreation-

al projects from North 
Smithfield and Glocester 
through Smithfield, North 
Providence, Providence 
and Johnston.

All projects included in 
this scope are anticipated 
to be completed within 
five years of approval.

“To protect and enhance 
what is valuable to you, 
you need to maintain your 
assets. If you don’t, they 
will degrade and the cost 
of fixing problems become 
much greater,” Hamblett 
said. “In our view, Narra-
gansett Bay and the rivers 
and coasts that feed the 
Bay are Rhode Island’s 
greatest assets.”

Hamblett further ar-
gued that maintaining 
access to high-quality 
outdoor recreation and 
ensuring a healthy Narra-
gansett Bay is “the foun-
dation of [Rhode Island’s] 
economy.” A study com-
missioned by the Rhode 
Island Commerce Corpo-
ration from Tourism Eco-
nomics likewise conclud-
ed that recreation and its 
accompanying industries 
accounted for more than 
$1.1 billion of the $4.7 bil-
lion spent by visitors to 
the state in 2019.

“Rhode Islanders are 
famous for loving Nar-
ragansett Bay and always 
stepping up to make in-
vestments in supporting 
the bay,” Hamblett said. 
“Now is not the time to 
stop investing in that re-
covery.”

Question 3: $65 million 
to support 

affordable housing

According to Brenda 
Clement, director of 
HousingWorks RI – a re-
search and policy orga-
nization operating out of 
Roger Williams Universi-
ty’s Providence campus – 
no initiative is as integral 
to stabilizing the state’s 
economy, improving its 
public health outcomes 
and uplifting its educa-
tional achievements as 
ensuring there is enough 
affordable housing stock 
to serve the populace.

According to Clement, 
more than one-third of 
Rhode Island households 
(about 146,000) are cost-
burdened, meaning they 
are forced to spend more 
than a third of their in-
come on housing costs. 
Despite this, only one 
out of every four Rhode 
Islanders who qualify 
for affordable housing in 
Rhode Island can actu-
ally access it due to lack of 
available capacity.

“We just simply have 
not been producing 
enough housing units,” 
she said, adding that 
Rhode Island sits firmly in 
last place among its New 
England peers in afford-
able housing per capita. 
According to Housing-
WorksRI data, Rhode Is-
land spent only about $22 
per capita towards hous-
ing in 2018, compared to 
$101 in Massachusetts, 
$96 in Connecticut, $78 
in Vermont and $26 in 
Maine.

Clement said that de-
spite all communities in 
Rhode Island being legal-
ly obligated by the Low 
to Moderate Housing Act 
to achieve 10 percent of 
all housing as “afford-

able” – meaning priced 
at or below 80 percent of 
the median income – only 
six out of 39 Rhode Island 
communities have actu-
ally achieved the metric.

Question 3 would pro-
vide funding for a $65 
million grant program 
run through the Rhode 
Island Office of Housing 
and Community Develop-
ment to help communities 
construct more affordable 
housing and get closer 
to that goal. If approved, 
projects could commence 
in 2021 and conclude in 
2026.

For Clement, the impe-
tus to approve Question 3 
resides in having empathy 
for fellow Rhode Island-
ers.

“In Rhode Island, 
pretty much everybody 
knows somebody who 
needs housing or more 
stable housing,” she said. 
“This is about helping our 
neighbors and friends and 
families and the people 
who bag our groceries at 
the supermarket or take 
care of our children or 
grandparents every day. I 
want these people to have 
a safe and decent place to 
lay their head at night. I 
think we, as a community, 
should care about that.”

Question 4: $71.7 
million for state 
transportation 
infrastructure

According to Charles St. 
Martin, public informa-
tion officer for the Rhode 
Island Department of 
Transportation, approval 
of Question 4 is “critical 
to the agency’s ability to 
rebuild Rhode Island’s 
roads and bridges while 
employing hundreds of 
construction workers.” 
The money would be uti-
lized throughout 2021 and 
2022.

St. Martin said that ap-
proval of the bond fund-
ing would unlock an ad-
ditional $286.8 million in 
federal funding (a four-to-
one match) – amounting 
to a $358.5 million total 
investment into Rhode 
Island transportation in-
frastructure repairs. He 
listed Route 37, the Pell 
Bridge Ramps Phase 2, 
the Providence North-
bound Viaduct, Washing-
ton Bridge, Henderson 
Bridge, Huntington Via-
duct Bridges, the Route 
146 Safety Improvement 
Project, the Cranston Can-
yon Corridor Project, the 
Pawtucket/Central Falls 
Train Station, and unspec-
ified, additional “bike and 
pedestrian projects” as 
examples of projects that 
could be funded by this 
money.

St. Martin said that 
through DOT’s Rhode-
Works program, the de-
partment has already in-
vested $2.6 billion into the 
state economy through the 
completion of 171 projects 
and the repair or replace-
ment of 167 bridges. Pass-
ing the bond would help 
continue that work, while 
failure to pass the bond 
would result in “delays or 
scope changes” to all the 
aforementioned projects.

Question 5: $15 million 
to expand early 

childhood learning

According to Courtney 

Hawkins, director of the 
Rhode Island Department 
of Human Services, Ques-
tion 5 marks the first time 
in Rhode Island’s history 
that voters could poten-
tially approve bond fund-
ing specifically to increase 
the amount of early learn-
ing facilities in the state.

“Early learning is a 
challenge nationally,” 
Hawkins said. “While 
Rhode Island is doing bet-
ter in some measures, the 
system is still struggling 
as a whole.” She said that, 
specifically, infant and 
toddler care is a particular 
sore spot, with many plac-
es in the state having no 
capacity for infants and 
toddlers whatsoever.

Question 5 would fund 
a grant program over-
seen by DHS to help early 
childhood learning fa-
cilities expand their exist-
ing services or open up 
entirely new programs 
throughout the state. 
While Hawkins praised 
the efforts of outgoing 
Gov. Gina Raimondo to 
increase the quality of 
early learning programs 
in the state, she said the 
impetus now must be on 
expanding the number of 
programs available to uti-
lize those programs.

“Now we need capac-
ity,” she said. “[Existing 
early learning facilities] 
don’t have the resources to 
expand, and we’re hope-
ful that this fund could 
lay the groundwork. If 
you have a high-quality 
program in one part of the 
state, maybe they could 
think about expanding.”

Hawkins said that in-
vesting in early childhood 
learning has never been 
more important than right 
now, since young chil-
dren have been directly 
and adversely affected by 
the challenges posed by 
COVID-19. Parents, too, 
will need to rely more on 
preschools and daycare 
facilities to care for their 
children as jobs return 
and they go back to work 
in the coming months.

“In my mind this is 
the perfect time for us to 
make this kind of invest-
ment and recognize that 
childcare is integral to our 
state’s economy, and that 
if we don’t make these 
kinds of investments, our 
economy will not be suc-
cessful,” she said.

“The pandemic has 
shown that so many of 
the workers who are us-
ing childcare are truly 
essential workers. This 
is a moment for us to re-
member that and make 
some investments not 
only in things like facili-
ties and program quality 
but also, frankly, workers’ 
wages and opportunities 
for workers who go in 
there every day to care for 
kids.”

Question 6: $7 million 
for cultural arts and 
historic preservation

Not since 2014 has the 
state featured a bond spe-
cifically targeting historic

■ Bond
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Rhode Islanders may still be mentally fatigued from the recent presiden-
tial election - which went about as tumultuously as could possibly be ex-
pected - however there is another election of crucial importance coming 

up in a couple of weeks on Tuesday, March 2, that could make a big impact on the 
state’s ongoing recovery from COVID-19.

During the upcoming special election, the state will ask voters for permission 
to borrow as much as $400 million in bonds to fund initiatives including envi-

ronmental resiliency, affordable housing, 
cultural and historic preservation, economic 
development, educational upgrades and in-
frastructural renovations. Seven questions 
will appear on the ballot, and our story in 
this week’s edition breaks down the details 
of what is included in each.

Alongside the story is an endorsement from Treasurer Seth Magaziner, who 
believes that given the severity and extent of the economic damage wrought by 
COVID-19, a large bond package is exactly what the state needs to create short-
term construction jobs and invest in long-term projects that will ultimately ben-
efit the state’s economic health for years to come.

We agree with Treasurer Magaziner both in his assessment that bold steps 
should be taken to provide relief during times of crisis, and in his assessment 
that the state can afford to take on more debt - and should take on more debt 
while interest rates are historically low. The work included in the scope of this 
bond needs to get done regardless, so why not do it at a time where you will save 
money on interest payments over the lifetime of these bonds, and at a time where 
thousands of Rhode Islanders need to get back to work?

Going right down the line, it’s hard to find an issue on the ballot that isn’t wor-
thy of your support. 

Question 1 will bolster the state’s two public universities by allowing for reno-
vations to two of their most important buildings and keep the state competitive 
in its STEM, medical training and fine arts offerings. It will provide updates and 
renovations for CCRI’s campuses that will encourage more students to partake 
in the Rhode Island Promise initiative - increasing their academic opportunities 
and eventually adding value to the state’s workforce.

Question 2 should be an easy decision for any Rhode Island resident - whether 
you’ve lived here for generations or moved here recently. Narragansett Bay is the 
state’s heart, soul and its very bloodstream through which its economy thrives or 
languishes. Making improvements to public parks and beaches adds value to our 
most essential natural resource - our open space - and prioritizing infrastructural 
safeguards against the advancing march of climate change is inarguably the wise 
and right thing to do.

Question 3 would provide more funding to build more affordable housing - of 
which there is a severe need in the state. Simply uttering the phrase “affordable 
housing” is enough to spark panic in certain self-minded circles, but we cannot 
be a successful community or preside over a successful economy when over one 
third of our population is forced to spend a third of their money on housing. Ev-
eryone deserves a clean and decent place to stay for an affordable rate.

Question 4 has already faced opposition from some groups who do not trust 
the Department of Transportation - and while it is not our place to advocate on 
behalf of DOT’s efficiency, we find it irresponsible and unrealistic to advocate 
against shoring up our transportation infrastructure when a simple cross-state 
drive will reveal just how badly such an investment is needed. 

Question 5, like Question 3, is an initiative that may not directly affect every 
Rhode Islander, but indirectly will play a huge role in Rhode Island’s future. 
Children have been adversely affected by the pandemic in many ways - missing 
school and crucial socialization time. Parents working from home or those who 
have been laid off have learned firsthand how fragile our childcare system is, and 
it is not a problem that will go away on its own. Investing in more early learning 
facilities is another wise decision that will pay dividends in the future.

Question 6, the smallest item from a monetary standpoint on the ballot, could 
make one of the more visible differences in the state. Rhode Island has a vibrant 
history and culture of fine arts, which should be kept and celebrated. The money 
from this bond would go towards big improvements at some of our most popular 
and economically important fine arts establishments, and would create an oppor-
tunity to preserve more of our historic structures worthy of protection.

Question 7 is a bit more nuanced in its potential impact on the state, but its 
merit is nonetheless justified. The “site readiness” model utilized at Quonset 
would be a valuable model to be replicated elsewhere in Rhode Island, and shor-
ing up the infrastructure at one of our state’s most economically significant ports 
to be ready for future industrial activity - such as offshore wind - is another in-
vestment we should make now, not later.

When discussing bonds, the natural inclination of skeptics and cynics is to as-
sume the worst when it comes to what debt actually means. They see the national 
turmoil that COVID-19 has wrought on the country and assume, understandably, 
that now is not the best time to incur more bills down the road.

However, we would argue that this specific moment calls for aggressive ac-
tion on the part of our representatives and enthusiastic buy-in from all residents. 
These bonds will create work in the short-term and make the state a more desir-
able, equitable and cleaner place to live in the long run. The fact that it requires 
borrowing more money is simply not a good enough argument against these 
initiatives given the state’s financial rating and today’s low interest rates. Debt 
can be paid over time, but deferred maintenance will only lead to more problems 
and a steeper price tag to fix them.

We strongly urge each Rhode Islander to study these ballot initiatives and to 
support them through a “yes” vote - either by voting early at your local Board of 
Canvassers or at the polls on March 2. Let’s help kick start Rhode Island’s eco-
nomic recovery.

• WHERE TO WRITE:
 1944 Warwick Avenue
 Warwick, RI 02889
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In support of the  
bond questions

Moratorium on for-profit hospital 
transfer will protect Rhode Islanders

By DOMINICK J.  
RUGGERIO and  

CHRISTOPHER CALLACI

We all want to see our 
community hospitals suc-
ceed. They employ Rhode 
Islanders and provide vital 
services. Unfortunately, our 
recent experiences in Rhode 
Island lead us to believe 
that the for-profit owner-
ship model of a community 
hospital may in fact be detri-
mental to the overall health 
of our hospital system.

The collapse of the St. 
Joseph’s pension fund af-
fected thousands of retirees 
and active employees. In-
dividuals who spent their 
entire lives caring for the 
sick at a community hospi-
tal watched as their pension 
fund seemingly dissolved 
overnight. This tragedy 
inevitably led to litigation, 
which is proceeding stead-
fastly to ensure these pen-
sioners are made whole.

Yet, as the litigation has 
unfolded, court filings have 
shed much needed light 
on the risky behavior of the 
for-profit, private owners of 
Roger Williams and Fatima 
hospitals – Prospect Medi-
cal Holdings. Court docu-
ments allege that Prospect 
has incurred over a billion 
dollars in debt, is insolvent, 
and headed for bankruptcy. 
Perhaps most concerning is 
that the two largest individ-
ual Prospect shareholders – 
Sam Lee and David Topper 
– pocketed more than $220 
million in dividend pay-
ments while saddling the 
hospitals with debt. Prospect 
has behaved in a reckless 
manner, and they can only 
get away with these actions 
because of their for-profit 
status.

For the sake of our overall 
statewide hospital network, 
which is critical to the well 
being of Rhode Islanders, we 
need to conduct a compre-
hensive review of for-profit 
hospital entities and their 
impact on the financial con-
dition of the hospitals they 
operate, as well as the broad-
er health care network in 
the state. That’s why we are 
writing in strong support of 
legislation that has been in-

troduced in the state Senate 
that will impose a one-year 
moratorium on the transfer 
of any hospital that involves 
a for-profit entity.

Under the leadership of 
Chairman Louis P. DiPalma, 
the Senate Rules, Govern-
ment Ethics & Oversight 
Committee will conduct a 
series of hearings on the for-
profit hospital model. These 
hearings will review appli-
cations pending at Health 
Services Council for a trans-
fer of control at Fatima and 
Roger Williams, the Hospital 
Conversion Act application 
pending through the De-
partment of Health and Of-
fice of Attorney General, and 
the broader impact of this 
and other potential for-profit 
hospitals on the state’s over-
all hospital network.

We are extremely grate-
ful to Attorney Max Wistow 
and Receivers Stephen Del 
Sesto and Thomas Hem-
mendinger for their un-
wavering efforts to protect 
the dignity and security of 
thousands of Rhode Island 
health workers by bringing 
about settlements in the pen-
sion case. Their efforts have 
also helped bring to light 
these serious questions re-
garding the current financial 

condition of the facilities. It is 
appropriate and necessary 
that, before the approval of 
any additional transactions, 
we undertake an exhaustive 
review and gain a thorough 
understanding of all the im-
plications involved with for-
profit hospitals operating in 
our state.

We have experienced the 
ripple effect that takes place 
when a hospital closes. Not 
only does access to care get 
harder for the members of 
the community that had 
been served by the facility, 
but the impact of the closure 
is felt in crowded emergency 
rooms across the state.

A pause is needed before 
any consideration of a hospi-
tal sale to or from a for-profit 
operator in Rhode Island. 
The one-year moratorium 
on such transfers under con-
sideration in the state Senate 
should be enacted in order 
to ensure the strength of the 
state’s overall health care 
network.

Dominick J. Ruggerio (D-
Dist. 4, North Providence, 
Providence) is president of the 
Rhode Island Senate. Chris Cal-
laci is general counsel of United 
Nurses and Allied Profession-
als.
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preservation and support 
of Rhode Island’s thriving 
cultural centers. Accord-
ing to Tom Parrish, execu-
tive director for Trinity 
Repertory Company and 
spokesman for a more 
than 20-member coalition 
in support of Question 6, 
$7 million is a fraction of 
the money necessary to 
bolster one of the state’s 
economic pillars.

“We discovered there 
was about $70 million in 
capital need among the 
sector in the state,” Par-
rish said.

Parrish said that the 
2014 bond, upon which 
Question 6 is based, fund-
ed nearly 70 construction 
and renovation projects, 
employed people from 

over 350 companies in 38 
communities throughout 
the state, benefited 1.7 
million visitors, 400,000 
children and 20,000 artists 
and ultimately amounted 
to approximately $90 mil-
lion in additional invest-
ments from the commu-
nity at large for arts and 
historic preservation en-
deavors.

Question 6 would put 
aside $6 million to con-
tinue that effort, funding 
a one-to-one grant pro-
gram administered by 
the Rhode Island State 
Council on the Arts. Of 
that money, $2.5 million is 
earmarked for Trinity Rep 
to renovate and expand 
its Lederer Theater, which 
Parrish said would make 
it “more flexible” and able 
to host a greater number 
of events. Additionally, it 
would enable Trinity Rep 

to expand its educational 
programming – which 
currently accounts for 40 
percent of the company’s 
budget and supports 124 
schools in 36 Rhode Is-
land cities and towns.

An additional $1.5 
million would go to the 
Rhode Island Philhar-
monic to bolster its Carter 
Center of Music Educa-
tion and Performance in 
East Providence, and $2 
million more will be avail-
able to artistic programs 
throughout the state to 
apply for. An additional 
$1 million would go into 
a grant program adminis-
tered by the Rhode Island 
Historical Preservation 
and Heritage Commis-
sion to “preserve, reno-
vate and improve public 
and nonprofit historic 
sites, museums, and cul-
tural art centers located in 

historic structures.”
For Parrish, the impor-

tance of supporting the 
arts community in Rhode 
Island cannot be over-
stated.

“We’re one of the eco-
nomic drivers in the state, 
not just from a tourism 
and hospitality stand-
point but also in quality 
of life as well,” he said.

“Art helps attract peo-
ple and businesses to be 
in our state, and supports 
hundreds of good-paying, 
steady jobs for Rhode Is-
landers. Coming out of 
COVID especially, these 
venues and this infra-
structure supports restau-
rants and parking garages 
and hotels and all sorts of 
supporting services that 
make for a very vibrant 
community.”

Question 7: $60 
million for Quonset 
infrastructure  and

economic development

Question 7 may seem 
less straightforward than 
the other questions on the 
ballot. But the concept is 
relatively simple once bro-
ken down with the help of 
Steve King, managing di-

rector of the Quonset De-
velopment Corporation, 
the quasi-state agency 
that would administer the 
bond funds if approved.

The Quonset Business 
Park constitutes a 3,200-
acre, multi-use piece of 
land that employs over 
12,200 people across 200 
different companies. Of 
that large footprint, there 
is less than 200 acres yet to 
be developed.

According to King, 
“one of the biggest issues 
for site expansion is hav-
ing a pathway to getting 
approval and getting ap-
proval for projects to be 
built.”

Approval of Question 
7 would provide $40 mil-
lion in funding to repli-
cate what the Quonset 
Development Corpora-
tion describes as its “site 
readiness” initiative 
throughout Rhode Island. 
This initiative prioritizes 
completion of prelimi-
nary “groundwork” to 
ensure that parcels within 
the park that could po-
tentially become the site 
of lucrative development 
projects have already 
gone through the exten-
sive screening processes – 

things like environmental 
impact studies that take 
large amounts of time and 
money to conduct – prior 
to a development oppor-
tunity coming along.

According to King, this 
kind of preliminary ef-
fort can be the difference 
between a large company 
choosing a site in Quonset 
or going elsewhere to save 
time and money. He esti-
mated that “several doz-
en” projects could be fund-
ed throughout the state 
by emulating this model, 
and that grants would be 
chosen through a review 
process conducted by the 
board of the Quonset De-
velopment Corporation.

The majority of the re-
maining $20 million from 
the bond would go toward 
rehabbing the 80-year-old 
Pier 1 at Quonset. King 
said this money would 
be used in part to match 
an $11.2 million federal 
government grant and be 
used to help bolster the 
auto importing industry 
that currently thrives at 
Quonset, which King said 
was one of the top 10 such 
industries in the country 
and supports 1,700 Rhode 
Island jobs.

■ Bond
(Continued from page 8)

Stoukides said the cen-
ter was a prime location 
for vaccination because it 
“can move a ton of patients 
through” and is easily ac-
cessible for the elderly and 
those with disabilities.

“You’ve got to make it 
easy, it’s got to be on the 
first floor,” Stoukides said 
of an ideal pod design. “It’s 
got to have easy parking. 
It’s got to wheelchair ac-
cessible. All the stuff we 
have here. A site like this, 
we have one in every town. 
We’ll get everyone vacci-
nated. It’s a perfect setup.”

Johnston Fire Chief Peter 
Lamb had “all the confi-
dence in the world” that his 
firefighters were ready for 
the job. He said that since 
they hook up countless IVs 
every day, “the mechanics 
are all the same” and pa-
tients shouldn’t worry.

“What happened is we 
sent a bunch of folks up to 
Smithfield, to kind of shad-
ow their people to replicate 
what we see here today,” 
Lamb said. “We feel very 
comfortable. Someone else 
has made some mistakes, 
so we’ve got those plans 
built in so we don’t repli-
cate them.”

Lamb said he also felt 
a sense of pride seeing his 
force helping to save lives 
in Johnston.

“You know how the may-
or feels about this,” Lamb 
said. “This is Johnston, and 
the firefighters that take 
care of the folks every day 
are out here taking care of 
them in this setting, and it’s 
certainly different.”

Stoukides criticized the 
state’s vaccine rollout thus 
far as “sluggish,” but noted 
that McKee has a “huge 
commitment” to turning 
Rhode Island’s lackluster 
figures around. The New 
York Times vaccination 

tracker shows the Ocean 
State last in percentage of 
people who have received 
at least one shot, and in the 
middle of the pack for two 
shots. Rhode Island is tied 
with Alabama for last in 
doses used, with only 63 
percent of inoculations al-
lotted being used thus far. 
That figure is 14 percent 
below the national average.

“No one’s going to deny 
the fact that it’s really been 
pretty poor,” Stoukides 
said. “I had great hopes 
that we’re the smallest 
state, we can get everyone 
vaccinated and move on, 
but a lot of times it’s easy to 
look at it, but when you’re 
in the midst of it, it’s a little 
harder. I honestly think that 
we can do a lot better, and 
we’re going to do a lot bet-
ter.”

Stoukides said giving a 
vaccine is easy, but the pro-
cess becomes more difficult 
when considering the logis-
tics of registering residents 

and ensuring people don’t 
jump the line. He said the 
state’s sign-up website “has 
a lot of information” that he 
would like to see stream-
lined a bit to make sure 
those who aren’t “com-
puter literate” can easily 
register.

“[We’re] trying to make 
it easy for the frail popu-
lations that really need 
it,” Stoukides said. “The 
elderly are hard, too, be-
cause they’re not com-
puter literate. The undocu-
mented people in the state 
because they’re not com-
puter literate and they’re 
afraid to register. … What 
I need is to see people get-
ting the shot.

“I understand we’ve got 
to do the right data report-
ing and everything, but 
we’ve got to think through 
it and think about the road-
blocks that we’ve put up 
that have put us 50th in the 
country, get rid of those, 
make it simple, make it fast, 

make it equitable and get 
the right people vaccinated 
as quick as we can.”

Stoukides said the in-
coming administration is 
examining what facets of 
the rollout have succeeded 
and failed, hoping to get 
“the right people involved” 
while practicing account-
ability. He said it’s impor-
tant to keep the process 
community-based and lo-
cal, allowing towns to es-
tablish pods that can get all 
of its residents vaccinated 
in a timely manner.

“Every dose that comes 
in should be given as quick 
as it comes in, because a 
dose of vaccine doesn’t 
prevent disease sitting 
in a fridge somewhere,” 
Stoukides said. “We’ve just 
got to get it out there, and 
big sites – yeah, they’re 
nice. They’ll be great for 
the 45-year-olds that want 
to go in. Little places like 
this, this is what we need. 
We need to keep it local, 

community-based. Get the 
towns involved. They’re 
the ones who care about 
their citizens, and they’ll 
get them all vaccinated.”

Both Stoukides and 
Lamb have been vacci-
nated already, and neither 
had a negative experience. 
Stoukides said he felt fine, 
while Lamb said the worst 
he suffered was a sore arm 
and a headache. Stoukides’ 
message was simple for 
those who feel wary: “Just 
do it.”

“Even if you feel sick, 
people who have had CO-
VID tend to feel a little off 
for about six hours after 
the dose. Bottom line is, a 
few hours of feeling sick is 
better than being on a res-
pirator. I take care of CO-
VID patients every day in 
the hospital, and I’ve seen 
so many of them die really 
impaired from it,” he said. 
“It’s just not worth it, for 
something as simple as get-
ting a shot in the arm.”

■ Pod
(Continued from page 1)



Chase took a three-
pronged approach to ex-
plaining why the facility 
would be beneficial for 
Johnston, including the 
addition of more than 
1,000 full-time jobs and a 
“responsibly developed” 
plan that includes relocat-
ing an existing solar farm 
on the site and “preser-
vation and protection of 
natural resources.”

He said the proposal 
also represents a more 
than $300 million invest-
ment, relying on locally 
sourced services and ex-
panding the town’s tax 
base. Chase said the 200-
acre site is about the size 
of downtown Providence, 
but Reilly would later 
testify that only about 
one-third of the land will 
be developed. The pre-
sentation noted the main 
building would be located 
a minimum of 1,000 feet 
from “any adjacent resi-
dential structure,” and 
about 70½ acres are pro-
tected wetlands. He said 
the center would open in 
the first half of 2023.

Reilly said there will be 
two access points off of 
Hartford Avenue en route 
to the 820,000-square foot, 
120-foot-tall distribution 
facility. The blueprint for 
the building shows a mas-
sive parking lot to the 
east, with loading docks 
in the south and west. 
She noted the building is 
less than 10 percent of the 
total site, while parking 
composes 20 percent of 
the footprint and drain-
age and roadways ac-
count for another 11 acres. 
About 70 acres, or 36 per-
cent, of the site would be 
developed. Town Planner 
Thom Deller, in response 
to a question in the Zoom 
comment section, said it’s 
“highly unlikely” the re-
maining acreage would 
be developed in the future 
because of protected wet-
lands.

“The biggest limitation 
is the presence of wet-
lands,” Reilly said. “We’re 
trying to make sure we’re 
not impacting wetlands. 
The proposed parking is 
as far back into the site as 
possible for neighbors.”

Reilly said that while 
the process is in its infan-
cy, “initial due diligence” 
has been conducted re-
garding tie-ins to local 

water and sewer lines 
near the property. The 
14.6-acre solar field on site 
will be relocated as part of 
a secondary project.

Lombardo added dur-
ing his remarks that “this 
is the type of business en-
visioned when the town 
enacted the B-3 zone” for 
the area.

The public hearing 
drew mixed reviews of 
the proposal, starting with 
concerns from Warwick’s 
Rob Cote and Western 
Cranston’s Caren Belli. 
Cote was worried about 
dust mitigation from the 
project and urged the 
board not to overlook 
“negative ramifications 
of every Amazon project 
in neighboring communi-
ties.”

“Why is it the Schooner 
Project? Everyone knows 
it is an Amazon distribu-
tion center. It’s a bit decep-
tive we don’t tell residents 
it is an Amazon distribu-
tion center,” Cote said, 
noting he’s connected to 
a separate Amazon facil-
ity. “There’s a high stress 

rate, high worker injury 
rates, workers are basical-
ly treated as disposable. 
Listen to the testimony on 
the other side of the de-
velopment of the project. 
I would hope everyone 
keeps an open mind and 
does their due diligence to 
look at the negative side.”

Belli asked for clarifica-
tion on what’s in store for 
undeveloped land in the 
area, to which Deller said 
the property would re-
main “undisturbed.” She 
echoed Cote’s sentiments 
about the workplace envi-
ronment, but added that 
she would prefer to see 
the project in a currently 
vacant lot or brownfield 
site.

At that point, Planning 
Board Chairman Josh Lau-
rito interjected to say, “I’d 
rather hear from Johnston 
residents in regards to 
their concerns as opposed 
to you proposing different 
land sites for this project.” 
He requested that non-
residents wait until after 
those who live in the town 
were done speaking to of-
fer their comments.

The board then heard 

from a half-dozen John-
ston residents, starting 
with former Dist. 42 state 
Rep. Stephen Ucci. While 
he lauded Bolton’s pre-
sentation and offered sup-
port for the overall plan, 
he implored the board to 
“really look at what the 
impact is going to be on 
residents.”

“This is a great project 
for us,” Ucci said. “I’ve 
seen in my research where 
they’ve paid over $5 mil-
lion in property taxes. … 
We have the time to do it. 
I’d like to welcome the de-
veloper with open arms, I 
just want to make sure we 
do what’s right and we 
minimize the impact to 
the residents.”

Mike Zannini, a resi-
dent who lives within a 
half-mile of the proposed 

site, asked Bolton about 
mitigating the noise level 
of trucks operating on a 
24/7 basis at the facility. 
Bolton cited Johnston’s 
“strict” noise ordinance 
and said he was “quite 
confident” they will ame-
liorate those concerns.

Michael Sabitoni, presi-
dent of the Rhode Island 
Buildings and Construc-
tion Trades Council, said 
that he has not only lived 
in town for five decades 
but represents the work-
ers who may be employed 
on such a project. He said 
the facility would be a 
“win-win.”

“The quality of life will 
be better for Johnston 
residents,” Sabitoni said, 
adding that major con-
struction proposals such 
as this often have “incon-

veniences” for surround-
ing citizens.

Sean Connor of John-
ston pushed back against 
the idea that quality of life 
will be enhanced, espe-
cially for those in the west 
end of town. He asked 
Bolton if truck traffic 
would be going through 
the west entrance, to 
which Bolton said that is 
the plan, but no final de-
cision has been made yet.

Sam and Rhonda Sasa, 
who own property 50 feet 
from the proposed en-
trance of the facility, were 
worried about the “noise, 
the dust, the blasting” 
that such a project would 
require. Sam Sasa said 
they are not opposed to 
the project, but would like 
to talk further with Bolton 
and Bluewater.
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Obituaries
In your time of need, the Johnston Sun Rise will 
print your loved one’s full obituary for a small 
charge. The paper also places the obituary on our 
Web site, johnstonsunrise.net.

Should you desire our services, kindly inform 
your funeral director, or call Sue Howarth at 
(401) 732-3100 or email sueh@rhodybeat.com 
for additional information. Obituary prices start 
at $50. You may place the obituary in any of our 
other newspapers for half price.                            Thank you.

FOUR CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Thomas & Walter Quinn Funeral Home • WARWICK    738-1977

Tucker-Quinn Funeral  Chapel • GREENVILLE    949-1370
Fagan-Quinn Funeral Home • NORTH KINGSTOWN    295-5603

Potvin-Quinn Funeral Home • WEST WARWICK    821-6868

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Michael F. Quinn, Patrick J. Quinn,  

Jerome D. Quinn, Christopher P. Quinn
Stanley G. Larson, Paul C. Potvin,

John H. Grover, Maria A. King,
David Gill, Paul A. Flaso, Jr.

www.QuinnFuneralHomes.com

THE WHOLE PICTURE: This screenshot from Tuesday’s presentation shows the total 200-acre site, only one-third of which will be developed for 
Project Schooner. (Screenshot / Zoom)

■ Facility
(Continued from page 1)

johnstonsunrise.net
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Sun RiSe ScoopS
By MERI R. KENNEDY

News from the library

The fine-free period for 
all Rhode Island public li-
braries has been extended 
to March 1, 2021. However, 
if you have overdue books, 
please bring them back, 
so other patrons can enjoy 
them.

 
NAMI-RI  

Family-to-Family course
 
The local chapter of the 

National Alliance on Men-
tal Illness is now accepting 
registration for its virtual 
Family-to-Family course, 
which begins Feb. 24.

This is a free, eight-ses-
sion educational program 
for family members, signifi-
cant others and friends of 
people with mental health 
conditions. It is a designated 
evidenced-based program, 
which means that research 
shows the program signifi-
cantly improves the coping 
and problem-solving abili-
ties of the people closest to a 
person with a mental health 
condition.

NAMI Rhode Island’s 
Family-to-Family course 
is taught by trained family 
members who have lived 
experience, and includes 
presentations, discussions 
and interactive exercises.

For more information 
on the Family-to-Family 
curriculum and registra-
tion requirements, visit 
namirhodeisland.org or call 
331-3060.

 
Library Book Club

Kids ages 8-10 can meet 
online, by invitation, Thurs-
days at 3 p.m. to hear read-
ings and discuss books with 
library trustee and volun-
teer Denese Carpenter.

Interested in other times 
or want to suggest a book 
for discussion? Let us know.

Parents can learn more 
about sign-up procedures 
by contacting Library Di-
rector Jon Anderson. Email 
info@mohrlibrary.org or call 
(401) 231-4980, ext. 7.

 
Artist Applications  

now open for  
Wickford Art Festival

There are new changes to 
the festival set to bring art-
ists back to Wickford after 
last year’s cancellation due 
to COVID.

Artist applications are 
now open for the annual 
Wickford Art Festival, 
which is slated for July 10 
and 11, 2021. Produced by 
the Wickford Art Associa-
tion since 1962, this year’s 
festival will aim to feature 
top artists from the state, re-
gion and nationally but will 
have a new look and feel 
due to changes since CO-
VID-19 rocked the art and 
event industry. This year, 
Wilson Park, located within 
Wickford Village, will be the 
base for the festival in order 
to safely spread-out artists, 
patrons and adapt to any 
necessary state guidelines 
in place come July. 

For the first time art-
ists will be able to apply to 
this year’s festival through 
a new online application. 
Accepted artists will also 
be featured on a new vir-

tual festival platform that 
will be heavily promoted 
throughout the entire sum-
mer through the end of Sep-
tember.  

The Wickford Art Festi-
val is a juried fine art show. 
Work will be juried on origi-
nality, workmanship and 
professional presentation. 
Jurors also consider total 
show composition and for 
the first time will be accept-
ing a limited number of 
talented artists that create 
fine functional art pieces – 
including ceramics, decora-
tive fiber, furniture and jew-
elry – will be able to apply 
to the festival. Applications 
will be open through April 
15. 

For more information 
visit the Wickford Art As-
sociation website for details 
on the festival, application 
instructions and jury infor-
mation or contact the festi-
val director, Ainslie Daly, at 
wickfordartfestival@gmail.
com. 

For more information 
on individual exhibits or 
programs, please contact 
us, or visit wickfordart.
org.  All programming is 
subject to change; all juried 
and judged exhibits will be 
featured through online vir-
tual galleries as well as in-
gallery hours (Wednesday 
through Saturday, noon to 4 
p.m., and Sunday, noon to 3 
p.m.) at WAA’s beach-front 
North Kingstown home.

 
Medical education  

scholarships

The Chartercare Founda-
tion is now accepting appli-
cations for undergraduate 
and graduate medical edu-
cation scholarships for the 
2021 academic year.

The scholarships will 
support studies in nursing, 
pharmacy, dental hygien-
ists, physician assistants, 
public health, occupational 
and physical therapy, dieti-
cians, etc. The scholarship 
is open to Rhode Island 
residents only, and the ap-
plication deadline is March 
31, 2021.

Please visit chartercare-
foundation.org and click on 
“scholarships.”

‘Meet the Artists’  
at Warwick CFA

Join Warwick Center for 
the Arts for its “Meet the 
Artists” opening reception, 
to be held Monday, Feb. 
15, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. via 
Zoom. See the multimedia 
exhibit of over 75 original 
works of art available for 
purchase or online. The en-
tire exhibit in person runs 
through March 13. For more 
information, visit warwick-
cfa.org/exhibits-events/
on-view or email exhibits@
warwickcfa.org.

 
Craft and Arts kits now 

available for pick up

The Mohr Library now 
has winter craft and art 
kits available for children, 
which may be picked up. 
Email Ms. Meri at Meri@
mohrlibrary.org to reserve 
one.

 
Johnston Senior Center 

offers services

If you need any help 

with heating, housing, etc., 
during this cold winter or 
any other time, contact the 
Johnston Senior Center So-
cial Services Department by 
calling (401) 944-3343. Mad-
eline or Amy will be happy 
to help you.

ARTS Scholarships
 
Applications are now 

available at ppacri.org/
artsscholarships for the 
2021 ARTS Scholarships 
Program. This year marks 
the program’s 25th anni-
versary! Since 1996, the pro-
gram has awarded 700 arts 
scholarships.

The ARTS Scholarships 
2021 program, sponsored 
by The Textron Charitable 
Trust and the PPAC Annual 
Fund Donors with support 
from WPRI 12, awards up to 
$500 in financial assistance 
to each of the 30 talented 
Rhode Island students se-
lected as recipients. Quali-
fied students must be age 
11-14 by June 1, 2021, and 
reside in and attend school 
in Rhode Island.

These scholarships offer 
young artists an opportu-
nity to participate in local 
summer arts education 
programs that will broaden 
each student’s experience in 
their chosen area of study.

Support the Johnston 
Historical Society

 
The Johnston Historical 

Society has T-shirts avail-
able for sale in sizes small 
through extra large in slate 
blue, sand and a few in light 
green.

The JHS is an all-volun-
teer organization. Its mu-
seum is not staffed, but they 
are happy to open up by ap-
pointment for a tour of the 
museum, the house, and to 
purchase T-shirts and cop-
ies of books.

Call 231-3380 and leave a 
message with the color and 
size you would like.

  
Did you know?

 
Presidents Day falls on 

the third Monday in Febru-
ary in the United States. It 
is also known as Washing-
ton’s Birthday, after George 
Washington, the first presi-
dent of the United States. 
The day is meant to cel-
ebrate George Washington 
and all the presidents of the 
U.S. It became a federal holi-
day in 1879. 

Although there was an 
attempt in 1968 to officially 
call the third Monday in 
February Presidents Day, it 
failed. It eventually came to 
pass that in 1971. Still many 
states choose to call this 
day Presidents Day instead 
of Washington’s Birthday. 
Some states also celebrate 
Abraham Lincoln’s birth-
day at this time as well. 
(Source: Presidents Day Fun 
Facts)

SunriseScoops@aol.com. 
Photos in jpg format are 
accepted and news can in-
clude community events, 
promotions, academic news 
and nonprofit events. Email 
today and see your news in 
our column in the Johnston 
Sun Rise. Please include a 
daytime telephone number 
in case we require any fur-
ther information.
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Sports

Last Friday night, I 
was lucky enough to 
cover two very exciting 
games that each went to 
overtime.

The first was Bishop 
Hendricken basketball, 
who managed to tie the 
score on a buzzer-beating 
shot at the end of regula-
tion to send it to the extra 
period. The Hawks went 
on to roll in overtime to 
collect the win over Bar-
rington.

The next was the War-
wick and Cranston boys 
hockey game. The visit-
ing Falcons were up two 
goals heading into the 

final period, but War-
wick surged back to knot 

A wild finish and        
a budding rivalry

Panthers heating up 
with three straight

Locals shine 
at class meet

My pitch

by 
Alex 

SponSeller
SportS editor

AlexS@
rhodybeAt.com

Pitch
(Turn to page 14)

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Indoor Track and 
Field Class Champion-
ships were held this past 
weekend and the Provi-
dence Career and Tech-
nical Institute, and many 
locals shined as they 
set their sights on this 
month’s upcoming state 
championships. Here is 

a look at some of the re-
sults:

GIRLS

Johnston’s Lala Ola-
gundoye continued to 
impress, taking first in 

Class
(Turn to page 14)

By ALEX SPONSELLER

After getting to a late 
start this winter season, 
the Johnston boys basket-
ball team has caught fire 
and is on a three-game 
win streak in league play.

The Panthers’ most re-
cent victory came in a 
67-53 decision over Juan-
ita Sanchez earlier in the 
week. Senior forward 
Thomas Zednik led the 
way with 30 points while 
Derek and Justin Salva-
tore added 12 each. The 
club also topped Cranston 
West 72-65 and was led by 
Hunter Remington with 

Panthers
(Turn to page 16)

LEADING THE WAY: Johnston forward Thomas Zednik in a recent game. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)

LEAPS AND BOUNDS: Johnston’s Lala Olagun-
doye competes in the high jump. (Photo by Leo van 
Dijk/rhodyphoto.zenfolio.com)

IN THE PAINT: Johnston defenders get set in the paint.



things up and send the con-
test to overtime. The two teams 
battled hard in the extra period 
and each had its moments to 
take control, but the game ulti-
mately led to a tie and allowed 
each team to remain unbeaten.

As a journalist, overtime peri-
ods can be tricky.

Fortunately as the editor of 
weekly papers, my deadline 
schedules are not quite as strict 
as a daily. I am not looking at my 
watch quite as intently as other 
reporters. However, I gave my-
self very little time in between 
the two games, so when the 
Hawks went to overtime I be-
gan sweating a little bit.

Once I got my interviews, I 
ran to my car, hopped in, and 
drove like Jeff Gordon to the 
Thayer Arena and was able to 
get there in time to watch the 
majority of the game. It was a 
hectic hour or so. 

Once the game ended and I 
did my reporting, something hit 
me   how lucky we are to have 
sports back even if things are 
different than the norm. Sure, 

my head was spinning and 
things became kind of blurry as 
I rushed from one event to the 
other. But looking back on it, the 
two games I covered were each 
outstanding and made my night 
a fun one.

Now, in terms of the actual 
games, I have a lot to touch on 
here.

First off, the Hendricken bas-
ketball program continues to be 
the gold standard in the state. 
That is not breaking news or 
anything, but I feel like every 
time I have the pleasure of cov-
ering the team, I leave more im-
pressed than the time before.

Barrington was shooting 
lights out for most of the game 
and seemed to have the Hawks 
on the ropes in both the sec-
ond and fourth quarters. The 
Hawks remained composed, 
upped their defensive efforts, 
made some plays on offense 
and pulled themselves out of 
the hole twice.

Hendricken was down two 
points with one second on the 
clock. It had the ball in its own 
end and was ready to inbound. 
The Hawks had a shot, but re-
ally, we all knew Barrington 
would hold on to the win. The 
upset was just so unlikely.

However, the Hawks took the 
court and executed the play   a 
throw in that was tipped in by 
big man Cam Hughes that sent 
the game to overtime. They 
were confident, poised, and 
kind of made it look easy.

I then found out after the 
game that not only had the 
team never run that play before, 
it never even practiced it. Coach 
Jamal Gomes drew it up in the 
timeout prior to the inbound 
and the players pulled it off. 
Crazy. 

It’s times like that where you 
have to just tip your hat to the 
team. Gomes is the state’s best 
tone setter, and his kids all buy 
in to what he’s selling. Not to 
take away from the kids, they’re 
the ones that actually hit the 
court and play, but it all begins 
with Gomes.

Back to the kids though, what 
a play and what an effort. Con-
sidering the circumstances and 
the fact that every bit of it was 
in the moment and on the fly, it 
showed a tremendous amount 
of smarts and athleticism, as 
well as discipline, to get it done 
the way they did. What a game. 

Then with hockey.
Similarly, Warwick showed 

a lot of guts in the tie as well. 

The Falcons were in control for 
the first two periods and forced 
Warwick to come back from a 
three-goal deficit. 

For a team that is new as a co-
op, against a team like Cranston 
that has been atop the standings 
all year, what an effort to pull 
themselves back into it. One 
thing that I adore about hockey 
is the importance of momen-
tum.

In fact, I would say the mo-
mentum plays more of a role 
in hockey than any other sport 
out there. The swings are just 
so strong sometimes and that 
is what you saw all night at 
Thayer.

Leaving that game, I also 
came to the realization that 
these two teams seem destined 
to square off again. As of this 
writing, each team is still unde-
feated and near the top of the 
Division II standings. Now that 
Division II essentially absorbed 
Division III in the realignment, 
there are plenty of great teams 
and it will surely be competitive 
down the stretch.

But when it is all said and 
done, at the halfway point of the 
winter, it is clear that these two 
neighboring clubs are contend-
ers. When looking at how great 

of a game it was, I just feel like 
they will be seeing each other 
again and probably when the 
lights are even brighter. Can’t 
wait. 

One last tidbit here.
The Providence Journal point-

ed out last week that schedules 
have been made for the upcom-
ing football season which is 
supposed to take place during 
the third season in March and 
April. At the same time, the state 
has yet to clear football from its 
high risk designation, so things 
are kind of at a stalemate. 

I’ve been asked a few times 
over the last couple weeks what 
my thoughts are regarding the 
season and whatnot. To be hon-
est with you, it’s hard to really 
have thoughts on it when we 
are all at the mercy of the state.

I would love to see the season 
kick off on time and to give the 
kids their chance to compete. I 
missed the Friday night lights in 
the fall and would be ecstatic to 
get a season in.

Ultimately, not much has 
changed, but I am happy to see 
the league start putting plans in 
place in the event the sport does 
get cleared for action. Better off 
being prepared than falling be-
hind. 
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the high jump and second in the long 
jump. Milana Melvin finished third in 
the shot put for the Panthers, followed 
by teammate Isabella Johnson-Viola in 
fourth while Talia Laflamme finished 
seventh. 

Johnston’s Taylor Powell took 10th in 
the 300 dash.

Lindsey Hobin placed second in the 55 
hurdles while teammate Julianna Bucci 
took second in the shot put.  Madison 
Alves finished second in the long jump.

West�s relay team of Rachael Hobin, 
Juliana Andrus, Waimea Dodge and Dea 
Xhupi finished third in the 3,200, while 
Alves, Quiana Pezza, Gianna King and 
Ailanu Sutherland took third in the 800. 
Alves also finished third in the 55 dash as 
well as third in the 300 dash.

Sutherland, Xhupi, Pezza and Ashlee 
Tennett finished fourth in the 1,600, 
while Sutherland later finished fourth in 
the 55 dash. East’s Zoe Catrambone fin-
ished sixth in the 600 run.

Stella Loezos finished seventh in the 
1,500 run, while West’s Emma Wenzel 
finished seventh in the long jump. Hobin 
later finished eighth in the high jump, 
while Loezos also took ninth in the 1,000 
run.

Catrambone took 10th place in the 
high jump, while West’s Sophie Hmid-
douche  finished 10th in the shot put. Pe-
zza placed 10th in the long jump.

Toll Gate was led by Hannah Horace 
with a second-place finish in the shot put 
and third in the weight throw. Pilgrim’s 
Dasani Stewart finished fourth in the 
long jump.

Toll Gate�s relay team of Oce Lowe, Ca-
mille Remillard, Mollie Cunningham and 
Callie Fagundes took fifth in the 3,200. 
Lowe, Cunningham, Kendall Brooks and 
Alison Pankowicz took fifth in the 1,600. 
Samantha Larrivee finished sixth in the 
weight throw for Toll Gate, while Amaya 
Coffie finished sixth in the long jump for 
Pilgrim. 

Larrivee took eighth in the shot put for 
Toll Gate, while Pilgrim’s Katarina Her-
manowski took eighth in the large school 
shot put. Lowe later finished 10th in the 
1,500 run as well as 10th in the 1,000 run. 
Pilgrim’s Amber Lopes took 10th in the 
1,500. 

BOYS 

Johnston’s Jose Echeverria finished 
second in the shot put and fourth in the 
long jump. Teammate Jared Trotter fin-
ished 10th in the long jump.

Kris Degaitas finished second in the 55 
hurdles while Michael Conti took second 
in the long jump. Peter Morales finished 
third in the 600 run for West.

West’s relay team of Morales, Matt Bac-
cari, Nathan Quero and Shawn Robbins 
took fifth in the 3,200, while Degaitas, 
Makai Teixeira, Luke Schmidt and Conti 
took sixth in the 800. Alex DelNigro took 
sixth in the long jump for West.

West’s Dimirti Lablanc finished sev-
enth in the 55 hurdles, while Conti took 
seventh in the 55 dash. West’s relay 
team of Schmidt, Teixiera, Degaitas and 
Lablanc finished seventh in the 1,600. 
Nicholas Williams finished seventh in 
the high jump for the Falcons.

West’s Steve Faccenda finished eighth 
in the shot put while East’s Nicholas 
Cobb placed ninth in the 1,500, and Que-
ro took ninth in the 600. DelNigro took 
10th in the 300 dash. Degaitas also took 
10th in the long jump.

Evan Reynolds led Hendricken with 
a first-place finish in the 3,000 run while 
teammate Luke Mead won the 55 hur-
dles. Hendricken’s John Santos also won 
the high jump.

The Hawks relay team of Jacob Naief-
eh, Mead, Hayden Clare and AJ Mon-
teiro finished second in the 1,600, while 
teammate Josiah Nhar took second in the 
high jump.

Hendricken’s Ryan Dyer finished third 
in the 1,500 as well as the 1,000 run, while 
Jake Kopech took third in the 300 dash. 
Cam Hughes took third in the shot put 
for Hendricken, while teammate John 
Fay took third in the weight throw. Ka-
malie Pemberton took third in the long 
jump for the Hawks. Bishop Hendrick-
en’s relay team of Clare, Evan McGregor, 
Neiefeh and Wilson Jablonski finished 
third in the 3,200.

Hendricken’s Alex Morin took fourth 
in the shot put, while Pilgrim’s Justin 
Dorsey took fourth in the 3,000 run. 
Santos finished fourth in the long jump. 
Pemberton took fourth in the 55 dash, 
followed by Kopech in fifth. Reynolds 
later took fifth in the 1,500.

Toll Gate�s relay team of Josh Paiva, 
Dylan Aunchman, Jamie Luna and Do-
menic Calise finished fifth in the 800. Toll 
Gate�s relay team of Andrew St. Laurent, 
Cian Roberts, Greyson Pasquina and 
Tom Belanger finished sixth in the 3,200. 
Toll Gate’s Calise, St. Laurent, Luna and 
Mason Tanner also finished sixth in the 
1,600. 

Troy Silvestri took sixth for Hendrick-
en in the 3,000 run, while Dorsey took 
sixth in the 1,500.

Hendricken’s Jude Ibarra finished sev-
enth in the shot put. Pilgrim’s Andrew 
O’Leary finished eighth in the shot put. 

Josh Breard finished eighth for the 
Hawks in the 3,000 run, followed by 
teammate Keegan Tierney in ninth. Hen-
dricken’s Dante Salvaggio took ninth in 
the shot put. Pilgrim’s Thomas Flanders 
finished ninth in the 1,500. Jablonski fin-
ished 10th in the 1,500, while Hendrick-
en’s Blessjoey Nyannah finished 10th in 
the weight throw. 

■ Class
(Continued from page 13)



By CAPTAIN DAVE MONTI

If you want to be entertained 
while you learn striped bass 
fishing tips, tactics and tech-
niques from one of the best 
you should tune into Char-
ley Soares and his ‘Successful 
Striper Fishing’ Zoom seminar 
sponsored by the Rhode Island 
Saltwater Anglers Association 
(RISAA) on Monday, Feb. 22, 
7 p.m.

There is no finer way to catch 
striped bass than casting to 
them on or below the surface. 
Have a large bass explode on 
your surface lure and you are 
in for a lifetime memory.  Char-
lie Soares is always willing to 
share his knowledge with an-
glers and this new seminar will 
be on casting lures for striped 
bass detailing locations, tech-
niques and tackle.  Soares says, 
“Fooling jumbo striped bass 
with a hunk of wood or plastic 
is the ultimate fishing achieve-
ment.” Soars is a fulltime fish-
ing guide and fishing writer 
and has columns in On-The-
Water magazine (In The Wake), 
The Fisherman and Surfcasters 
Journal and writes a weekly 
fishing column for The Herald 
News, Fall River.

RISAA members attend 
free, it’s easy to join at www.
risaa.org. Non-members are 
welcome with a $10 dona-
tion to the RISAA Scholarship 
Fund. For information contact 
Steve Medeiros, president, at 
401.826.2121 or steve@risaa.
org.

 
Massachusetts shellfish 

plan up for public comment

On Feb. 11, 2021 the Mas-
sachusetts Shellfish Initiative 
(MSI) announced that it com-
pleted an initial draft of a stra-
tegic plan and is currently ac-
cepting public comment on the 
document.

The draft document may be 
viewed online at massshell-
fishinitiative.org. The MSI will 
host a virtual public meeting 
on Zoom on Monday, Feb. 22, 
2021 at 6 p.m. At that time, the 
MSI will present the strate-
gic plan and accept questions 
and comments. The public is 
also invited to submit writ-
ten comments on the strategic 
plan through 5PM on Friday, 
March 5, 2021. Public com-
ment may be submitted via e-
mail (MassShellfishInitiative@
gmail.com) or google forms.

 
Council and Commission 

to hold public hearings/com-
ment period on favorite fish

The Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council (Coun-
cil) and the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission 
(Commission), that provides 
regulations in Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island for fish-
ing in state waters from shore 
to three miles offshore, are 
seeking public comment on 
the Summer Flounder, Scup, 
and Black Sea Bass Commer-
cial/Recreational Allocation 
Amendment. Comments may 
be submitted at any of five vir-
tual public hearings to be held 
between Feb. 17 and March 2, 
2021 or via written comment 
until March 16, 2021.

The Council and Commis-
sion are developing this joint 
amendment to consider adjust-
ing the allocations of catch or 
landings between the commer-
cial and recreational fisheries 
for summer flounder, scup, and 

black sea bass. The commercial 
and recreational allocations for 
all three species are currently 
based on historical proportions 
of landings (for summer floun-
der and black sea bass) or catch 
(for scup) from each sector.

Recent changes in how rec-
reational catch is estimated 
have resulted in a discrepancy 
between the current levels of 
estimated recreational harvest 
and the allocations of summer 
flounder, scup, and black sea 
bass to the recreational sector. 
Some changes have also been 
made to commercial catch data 
since the allocations were es-
tablished.

The amendment considers 
whether modifications to the 
allocations are needed in light 
of these and other changes in 
the fisheries. The amendment 
also considers options that 
would allow a portion of the 
allowable landings to be trans-
ferred between the commercial 
and recreational sectors each 
year, in either direction, based 
on the needs of each sector. 

Anglers are encouraged you 
to visit the Council’s Sum-
mer Flounder, Scup, Black 
Sea Bass Commercial/Recre-
ational Allocation Amendment 
web page, information on the 
amendment, the public hear-
ing schedule, how to submit 
written comments or how to 
register for the online public 
hear  visit the press release at 
http://www.asmfc.org/up-
loads/file/6001eb69pr01_SFS-
BSB-Allocation-public-hear-
ings.pdf.

Contact Nichola Meserve 
(MA) at 617.626.1531 or Jason 
McNamee (RI) 401.222.4700 for 
information.

 
East End Eddie Doherty 

presenting at Norfolk Library

East End Eddie Doherty, 
Cape Cod Canal fishing expert 
and author, will be presenting 
a fishing seminar titled “Surf-
casting the Cape Cod Canal for 
Striped Bass” with stunning 
color photography by world re-
nowned professional photogra-
pher John Doble.

Surfcasting the Cape Cod 
Canal for Striped Bass will be 
presented by the Norfolk Pub-
lic Library via Zoom on Feb. 27, 
2021 at 2 p.m. The free event is 
open to the public, but atten-
dance is limited, so reserve a 
spot at https://norfolkpl.org/
events/ then click on Surfcast-
ing the Cape Cod Canal for 
registration. A Zoom link will 
be sent by Library Director Lib-
by O’Neill the day before the 
event.

Doherty is a retired Massa-
chusetts District Court Clerk-
Magistrate and the author of 
SEVEN MILES AFTER SUN-
DOWN which was announced 
on Amazon as the No. 1 New 
Release in Fishing and selected 
as an Award Winning Finalist 
for American Bookfest in the 
Sports Category at the 2019 
International Book Awards in 
Los Angeles.

Doherty is a former Attle-
boro resident who now lives in 
Mattapoisett, MA.

 
Where’s the bite?

Freshwater. Ice fishing has 
been good at Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island ponds 
where ice is safe. John Little-
field of Archie’s Bait & Tack-
le said, “Ice fishing is great. 
One customer was setting up 
five pills and by the time he 

got the third one set he was 
catching fish. The largemouth 
bite with shiners is pretty 
good.” “Customers are catch-
ing perch, crappie and pick-
erel at Stump Pond, Smith-
field, RI and Carbuncle Pond 
Coventry, RI.” said Dave 
Henault of Ocean State Tack-
le, Providence. Ted Oven 
of Northeast Trading Com-
pany, North Attleboro said, 
“We just starting to get calls 
for ice fishing as we haven’t 
had good ice until this past 
week.”  At press time Pam 
Quinn of the Attleboro Fire 
Safety Department said, “We 
can’t proclaim an entire pond 
safe for fishing or skating as 
there is no way of telling if it 
is safe all around so we tend 
not to declare an entire pond 
safe.” For fresh water licens-
ing information in Rhode Is-
land visit http://www.dem.
ri.gov/programs/fish-wild-
l i fe/freshwater- f i sher ies ; 
and in Massachusetts visit 
www.mass.gov/freshwater-
fishing-information. 

Cod fishing. Party boats 
fishing for cod this winter 
(weather permitting include) 
the Frances Fleet at www.fran-
cesfleet.com, the Seven B’s at 
www.sevenbs.com, and the 
Island Current at www.island-
current.com. 

Dave Monti holds a captain’s 
master license and a charter fish-
ing license. He is a RISAA board 
member, a member of the RI Par-
ty & Charter Boat Association, 
the American Saltwater Guides 
Association and the RI Marine 
Fisheries Council. Forward fish-
ing news and photos to Capt. 
Dave at dmontifish@verizon.net 
or visit www.noflukefishing.com.

Johnston Sun Rise 15Friday, February 19, 2021

Casting for striped bass is a hoot

ICE FISHING GOOD: Anglers are catching pickerel, perch and crappie like this 14-inch crappie 
caught on a South County Pond by Gil Bell. Check safe ice conditions with local authorities. (Sub-
mitted photo)

SEMINAR: Charley Soares will speak about “Successful Strip-
er Fishing” casting to striped bass with lures on Monday, Feb. 22 
at 7 p.m. at a RISAA online Zoom seminar.
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24 points while Zednik and CJ Ragosta 
scored 14. Derek Salvatore also put up 14 
points in the win.

Although the Panthers got off to the late 
start and dropped their first two league 
games, coach Mike Bedrosian felt that the 
team has been competitive in every game 
and is finally hitting its stride.

“In our two (league losses), we only lost 
by three and four, so we were right there. 
Those were each games that we could 
have won, but credit to those teams, they 
played well. We were there at the end of 
the games though,” said Bedrosian.

He and head coach Mark Livingston 
have also been encouraged by the early 
chemistry between the young players and 
senior leaders in Zednik and Justin Salva-
tore. 

“They’re blending well together. We’re 
fortunate that Justin has (his brother 
Derek), those guys have been playing to-
gether their whole lives and Derek is our 
floor general and has played with these 
guys for six, seven years. Tom Zednik has 
been great, two of the three games he had 
30 points and 10 rebounds. We go as far 
as he goes and I would say he’s one of the 
best big men in the entire state right now,” 
said Bedrosian.

Zednik has also been energized by the 
new level competition after moving up a 
division and hopes to carry the momen-
tum into the playoff push.

“He’s embracing it and is looking for-
ward to the challenge of playing in Divi-
sion II. Playing in Division III for a few 
years, he wants to prove that he can play 
at the next level, Thomas has been up for 
the challenge,” said Bedrosian. “He’s more 
mature and more confident. He knows that 
he’s the man now. Last year we had five 
or six guards that ran the team, he now 
knows that it’s his team and he’s taken a 
special interest in it.” UP THE COURT: Johnston’s Hunter Remington dribbles the ball up the court last week.

■ Panthers
(Continued from page 13)
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�      BEES - PAGE 22

At Rizzo 
Farms, 

a simple 
switch to 
help fruit 

plants has 
grown into 
much more 

HONEY HARVEST: Kevin Shea, right, handles a honeycomb while 
collecting honey from one of his 20 hives. 

By ARDEN BASTIA 

For Kevin Shea and Sue Baron of Rizzo Farms, beekeeping isn’t 
just a hobby or something to do on the weekends, but a way of life. 

And even though Shea manages the hives and Baron oversees 
marketing, the real stars are the bees. 

Shea started keeping bees as a way to help his fruit trees produce 
a harvest. 

“I was getting no fruit. Year after year, I was doing everything 
right and couldn’t fi gure out what was going on,” he said during 
an interview. “And then I started doing the research, and found 
out that we lose half the bee population in this country every year 
due to pesticides and people using Roundup on the yard to get rid 
of dandelions. Dandelions are really [the bees’] fi rst choice to feed 
their babies. Most people have no idea, and I was one of them.” 
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Shea stopped using pesticides for 
weeds and bugs in his yard, and 
since then has relied on a healthy bee 
population for the past 11 years. In 
2019, Baron joined the Rizzo Farms 
team to lead sales and marketing. 

“It ended up working out,” Shea 
said in an interview. “Sue loves the 
craft sphere, and her son and the 
whole family gets involved. I have 
so much going on, we presented a 
business opportunity together, and 
I said ‘Would you be interested in 
doing all the fairs?’ And that’s where 
Sue kind of took over, and has really 
blossomed Rizzo Farms to a whole 
other level.” 

For Rizzo Farms, the beekeeping 
season starts in April, when Shea 
receives 3,000 to 5,000 honeybees, 
including a queen bee, from Northern 
California to replace the dead hives 
that didn’t make it over the winter. 
The bees then reproduce and create 
honey until late summer. 

“That’s pretty much it,” Shea said. 
“The bees really do all the work.” 

Shea explained that inexperienced 
beekeepers run the risk of injuring 
the queen, which can set honey 
production back by several weeks. 

“It takes 16 days from egg to hatch 
for a queen to come out,” he said. 
“Then she has to fl y out of the hive 
for the fi rst week and mate before she 
comes back. And then you risk her 
getting picked off by a bird.” 

He recommends that anyone 
interested in beekeeping or starting 
their own hives should take a 
certifi cation class through the Rhode 
Island Beekeepers Association. 

Rizzo Farms is not based in a single 
location, but rather all over the state. 
Shea has beehives in locations like 
Smithfi eld, Johnston and Chepachet, 
and leases hives in Sterling, 
Connecticut. Currently, Shea has 20 
hives, but says he unfortunately lost 
quite a few during the past year. 

Shea said fertilizing the fruit trees 
got him started, but then love of the 
process took over. 

“All of a sudden, I had more honey 
than I know what to do with,” he 
said, adding that he isn’t even a fan 
of honey. 

Baron is a big fan of honey; she says 
it helps with her seasonal allergies. 

“It’s funny how you should 
buy honey, and I’ve been telling 
people this for years,” she said in 
an interview. “The fall honey you 
should buy for next fall. And the 
spring honey you should buy for next 
spring. There’s an old saying: ask fi ve 
different beekeepers and you’ll get 
six different answers.” 

Despite the competition among 
local beekeepers, Shea says there is 
more camaraderie than one would 
expect. “I know so many other 
beekeepers that I get honey from 
them when they have too much and 
don’t know what to do with it. We all 
became friends.” 

The main focus for Rizzo Farms is 
“to keep the price low, make a small 
profi t, and move as much as we can 
to help everyone out,” explained 
Shea. “We’re not looking for a huge 

profi t.” 
Before the COVID-19 pandemic, 

Baron found it easy to sell at farmers 
markets and local craft fairs, like the 
Scituate Art Festival. 

“People would just come up to 
my table, and I would have a small 
jar with a little taste spoons and [the 
customers] would taste it and then 
buy four or fi ve jars. But now because 
of COVID, I can’t allow samples, but 
we do have 340 regular customers,” 
she explained. “I love going to 
farmers markets. You meet so many 
really nice people that are so down to 
earth. It’s just a different culture.” 

Rizzo Farms honey can also be 
found in 11 local establishments like 
Belmont Markets and Dino’s, as well 
as a few hardware stores and cigar 
shops. Honey can also be purchased 
by contacting Baron directly at 
bbhoney@cox.net. One pound jars of 
raw honey cost $12, honey sticks in a 
variety of fl avors are $0.50 each, and 
wooden drizzlers are $1. 

“We pick up little spots here and 
there, and believe it or not, some 

quaint little places sell the best,” 
Shea said. “You think Dino’s being 
a grocery store would outsell a lot of 
these other places, but I’ve found the 
hardware store sells the best out of 
everybody.” 

Both Shea and Baron are passionate 
about saving the bees. The top 
action to take toward preserving bee 
populations is to stop spraying weed 
killers and pesticides in the backyard. 

Shea advises people to put up 
birdhouses, welcoming more birds 
into the yard to take care of unwanted 
insects like ticks and grubs. Baron 
encourages people to plant fl owers, 
like black-eyed Susans and daisies. 
Even keeping dandelions around is 
helpful to bees. If dandelions must be 
removed, Shea invites people to pour 
boiling water on the plants instead of 
toxic chemicals. 

“That’s the sad part,” he said. “We 
have everybody spreading pesticides 
to kill all the bugs that they don’t 
want, but they end up killing all the 
ones we do need.”
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ContactBOB GIBERTIfor more info401-732-3100bobg@rhodybeat.com

High Quality
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
to Advertise, Motivate & Recognize 

Your School, Business,
Organization, Charity or Event!

Embroidered & Screenprinted Apparel
Uniforms • Drinkware • Magnets

Calendars • Pens • Banners
Padfolios • Holiday Cards

Key Rings • Wrist Bands • Tote Bags
Coolers • Flash Drives • MORE!

RHODYPRINTS.COM

� Bees
(Continued from page 17)

BUY LOCAL: Sue Baron is pictured during indoor and outdoor 
markets, pre-COVID, selling Rizzo Farms honey. To purchase honey 
from Rizzo Farms, contact Baron at bbhoney@cox.net. 
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965  Rubbish Removal

������������������

Garages ●    Basements
Small Demolitions 

Reliable Service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

286-0505

963  Roofing

Rawlinson Home
Improvements, Inc.
Your Local Roofing &

Painting Company
A Great Job at a Great Price

Small Roof Repairs to Total
Replacement

401-529-0649
Call Brian for a Free Estimate

Reg. #10690

953  Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ● Reg. #27176 ● #RI877

401-647-9606

949  Fencing

�����������������

Professional installations of
Vinyl ●    Wood ● Aluminum

Chainlink  Fences
Insured ● Free Estimates
Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647 Reg. #40392

929  Home
Improvements

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing ● Siding ●     Gutters ●     Decks

Dennis
732-9218 Reg. #31803

933  Electrical

��������������

����������������������

�������������������

�������������������������

��������������������������

������������

��������������������������������
�	���

939  Moving & Storage

R.L. Davis Movers, Inc.
Residential - Commercial
Packing Services & Supplies Available

5% Senior Discount
Serving All of New England

401-463-0006
Lic. #MC134        Insured

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

JOHNSTON

� � � �
AMOUNT ENCLOSED  $ ________________   CHECK #  ____________

# OF WEEKS  AD IS TO RUN  _______________       DATE    ____________  

# ___________________________________ ___

 EXPIRATION DATE:________________________________   3 DIGIT CODE________________

$10.00/Week
$12.00 w/Bold

$11.00/Week
$13.00 w/Bold

$12.00/Week
$14.00 w/Bold

MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM�

NAME   ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ PHONE  _______________________________

ADDRESS   _________________________________________________________________________________CITY  _____________________ STATE   _____________ ZIP _______________    

USE 1 BLOCK FOR EACH LETTER, NUMBER OR PUNCTUATION MARK. LEAVE ONE BLANK BLOCK BETWEEN EACH WORD OR AFTER EACH PUNCTUATION MARK. (MINIMUM OF 4 LINES)

MAIL COMPLETED FORM TO:

Johnston Sun Rise Classified Dept.
1944 Warwick Avenue • Warwick, RI  02889

email: sueh@rhodybeat.com

4 Lines / $1000* • $1.00 for each additional line
• Bold Face First Line of ad for $2.00 per week
* Does Not Include Employment Ads
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more & SAVE 50¢ per week

DEADLINE:
TUESDAY at 10 AM

Draw

ATTENTION
to your ad

with shading — 

Only $2.00
per week

�

948  Plastering

Business Services ads
start at $32/wk. in the

Johnston Sun Rise,
Warwick Beacon &

Cranston Herald. Ads
run for 4 or more wks. 

Winter Cleanups
Yards � Attics - Cellars

Garages � Buildings 
Moving? I can help!

Anything hauled away, some for FREE!
Free Estimates! 741-2781

945  Painting

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ● Craig

378-8525  ● 743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured

Levine Painting Co., Inc.
Commercial ❖ Residential

Interior & Exterior
Painting ❖ Wallpaper

Nathan Levine 736-0600
Reg. #7140 (Cell) 323-6100 Insured

Ocean State Painting
& Property Maintenance
Interior & Exterior Painting

Handyman Work
Alex  414-9285

RI Reg. #44342

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs

Historic Restorations
Painting

Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts
Integrity & Passion

ALL MAINTENANCE
Reg. #4114 ★ Member BBB ★ Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369

CLASSIFIEDS
Sun Rise 732-3100

NOTICES
005 Announcements
010 Notices
015 Devotions
030 Child Care Offered
040 Child Care Wanted
050 Business Services
060 Lost & Found
070 Misc. Wanted
075 Entertainment
080 Personal Services
085 Counseling
090 Classes/Instructions
095 Tutoring

AUTOMOTIVE
100 Autos Wanted
110 Auto Repair
120 Auto Parts
130 Autos For Sale
135 Mini Vans For Sale
140 Trucks/Vans For Sale
150 Motorcycles For Sale
160 RV's/Campers For Sale
170 Auto Rent/Lease
180 Auto Insurance

MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
200 Bazaars/Flea Markets
202 Craft Items/Sales
205 Yard Sales
210 Free Merchandise
215 Misc. For Sale
220 Antiques/Collectibles
225 Boats & Motors
230 Building Materials
235 Coins/Jewelry
240 Cameras
243 Business/Office Equipment
245 Computers
250 Firewood/Fuel/Stoves
255 TV/Entertainment
260 Musical Instruments
265 Furniture
270 Appliances
275 Clothing
280 Bicycles
285 Sports/Exercise Equipment
290 Machinery/Tools

PETS/ANIMALS
300 Dogs For Sale
310 Cats For Sale

320 Pets/Animals
330 Pets Needing Homes
340 Animal Care
350 Pet Services
370 Free To Good Home

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
400 Businesses For Sale
405 Business Opportunities
410 Business Opportunities Wanted
420 Money To Lend
490 Employment Service

EMPLOYMENT
500 Help Wanted
510 General Office
520 Medical Help Wanted
530 Sales Help Wanted
540 Jobs/Situations Wanted

RENTALS
600 Apartments For Rent
605 Rentals
610 Condos For Rent
620 Garage For Rent

630 Rooms For Rent
635 Duplex for Rent
640 House For Rent
645 Commercial Rentals
650 Store/Office For Rent
655 Storage Space
660 Vacation Rentals
665 Marinas
670 Wanted To Rent
680 Roommate Wanted
690 House To Share

REAL ESTATE
700 Commercial For Sale

Please Check Your Ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, however, we ask you to check
your ad the first time it appears. If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it in
the next publication. Sun Rise shall not be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert,
any advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the cost of the actual space occu-
pied by the item in which error or omission or failure too insert occurred. Advertiser will be
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next issue at advertisers's option.

705 Investment Property
710 Mobile Homes For Sale
720 Land For Sale
730 Vacation Property
740 Florida Property
750 Real Estate Wanted
760 Real Estate Financing/Services
770 Condominiums For Sale
780 House For Sale
790 Auctions

900 BUSINESS SERVICES

500  Help Wanted

936  Handyman

John’s Construction
�����������������

�������� �������

���������

942-1729
15% Off next project w/ad.
���� ����������������������

JOHNSTON

• Serving the people and businesses of Johnston •

...Online!
News • Classifieds • Photos

750  Real Estate Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES: Any con-
dition!! Quick sale!! House
needs work? We don’t mind.
Call 401-595-8703.

Business
Services

For Lease - Retail/Office
Gov. Francis Shopping Center ~

850 S.F. with Full Basement.
Join Newport Creamery, Marty’s
Advance Auto, Planet Fitness! 

Sholes Properties 401-463-5600

050  Business Services

LAWN CUTTING: Seeking
small homes. Most pay 20
dollars or less. Call 523-1660.

500  Help Wanted

OFFICE SPACE: For rent in
Holistic Health Center on
Providence’s East Side.
Shared waiting room, large
(12x16) room, zone heating,
good light, good parking. For
details, call Mark Brody, MD
at 401-861-4643.

650  Store/Office For Rent

645  Commercial Rental 645  Commercial Rental

635  Duplex For Rent

CRANSTON: 2 BED, 1.5
baths. Unfurnished, hard-
wood floors. Washer & dryer,
stove, refrigerator. 1-year
lease. $1,000 per month.+
utilities. Security. No pets. No
smoking. Credit check, BCI,
references. Bob 529-5898.

T & T Painting
944-0336

Interior Painting
No Deposit Required!
Pay upon Completion

Fully Insured - Free Estimates 
Reg.#3469  - 35 yrs. experience 

ttpainting.com

CNA TRAINED: OVER 20
years experienced. Many ref-
erences. BCI. $16/hr.  Barb
275-3667.

540  Jobs/Situations
Wanted

CLEANING: Thorough &
reliable. 18+ years exp. Ref-
erences. Masks & gloves. Call
248-3839.

INVENTORY CLERK: Mon.-
Sat., 3:30-7:30pm, Crans.
area. $15-$18/hr. Must have
valid drivers license & clean
BCI. 258-9648.

TECHNICAL PRODUCT
Manager: Dassault Systemes
Simulia Corp., Johnston, RI -
Work w/Simulation domain
experts & IT architects to cap-
ture business needs & trans-
late them into new products/
product features. Req. Mas-
ter's in Mgmt. Info. Systems
or dir. rel'd field +4 yrs. of
devlpm't exp. w/largescale
enterprise apps. 10% travel
intl. Send resume to
NAM.Recruitment@3ds.com.
Ref. 2199476.

130  Autos For Sale

1999 FORD TAURUS
Wagon: Red, over look miles.
Not running. $600 or best.
Call 461-1101.

ACTIVITIES ASSISTANT:
Part-time. Worked at Summer
Villa & Anchor Bay. Call 421-
0611.

500  Help Wanted

Buying or Selling,
Classifieds Work!

The Classified Dept. is
open Monday-Friday, 

8:30am-4:30pm. 
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